UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 

_ AD392114 _ 

_ CLASSIEICATION  CHANGES 

TO:  unclassified 

FROM:  confidential 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release,  distribution 
unlimited 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't, 
agencies  and  their  contractors; 
Administrative/Operational  Use;  17  Apr 
1968.  Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to 
Office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  DC  20310. 


AUTHORITY 

DoDD  5200.10, 
Apr  1980 

30  Apr  1980;  OAG  D/A  Itr,  30 

THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIEIED 


GENERAL 

DECLASSIFICATION 

SCHEDULE 

IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH 

DOD  5260.1  R  &  EXECUTIVE  ORDER  11652 


CLASSIFIED  BY 


Sibject  to  General  Declassification  Schedule  of 
Executive  Order  11852  Autoniaticall)r  Downgraded  at 
Z  Years  Intervals- DECLASSIFIED  ON  DECEMBER  f 


BY 

Defense  OocuTnentation  Center 
Defense  Soppijf  Agencjf 
Caitieron  Station 

Alexandria,  Virginia  22314 


AD392114 


CONFIOCNTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OPriCB  OP  TMC  ADJUTANT  OBNRIIAl. 
WASHINDTON.  D.O.  (MIO 


AGAM>P  (M)  (6  Aug  68)  FOR  OT  XD  68X043  22  August  1968 

SUBJECT  I  Combst  Aftsr  Action  Rsport  *  Operation  CORONADO  XI,  Hq,  2d 
Br<gade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  Period  14  February  -  4 
March  1968  (U)„  ,,,  ,  , 

f  .1,0  HatJ.owu 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION  ,  ,  .  v.  ^  v  *  cf  the 

'  ^ '  •  •  '  '  '''•'5  iwd  79d. 

,  ,  '  '  '  ’  '  vrr, y  In  ff,  j 

■  '  '  ■  i  !r  V  ti'B,  • 

1.  Subject  report  la  forwarded  at  Inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
In  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  52S«1S 

2.  Infocaatlon  concalnad  In  chit  report  It  ,>rovlded  to  Insure  that  the 
Amy  raallsaa  current  banaflte  from  lassons  learned  during  recent  opera, 
dona. 


3.  To  insure  that  the  infomatlon  provided  through  the  Leaaone  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cunulatlve  Lasaons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommand  Items  from  It  for  Inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  aalf.addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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TaHUi  Coramondlns  General 

9th  Infr.ntry  Dlvlalon 

WW  XUtuOb 


TO  I  CoDunandcr 

United  StatOi  Military  Asalatanot  Command,  Vietnam 

ATTNi  MACJ343 

APO  U3  Forces  96222 


1.  OF  OPc;B,.TIONi  OPt-h-XIOi.  COnOIeJjO  XI. 

2.  BtiTji'U  OF  QPAli..i'IONi  14o600  February  68  to  041200  March  66. 

3.  location  I  cm  Bang  District,  Phong  Dlnh  Province,  RVN 
Map  Hcforcnoti  li50,000i  sheets  Nn  6128  I,  6128  II,  6128  IV, 

6129  II,  6129  III. 

4.  SM....i43  ..ND  COhXflOL  i 

Headquarters  Mobile  Hlverlno  Foreo 

2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  -  US  ..rmy  element, 
Tiol!  Poroe  11?  -  U.3,  K  vy  ile-.er.t, 

5.  HEPOETING  OFFICmRS i 

n.  Captain  R,  S,  Salecr,  Commodore  CTF  11?. 
b,  Colonel  B,  David,  CO,  2nd  Bdo,  9th  Inf  Dlv, 

0.  LTC  Oeorst  E.  Bland,  CO,  3-4?th  Infc.ntry. 
d,  LTC  John  0.  Hill,  CO,  3-60th  Infontry, 

0,  LTC  W.  E.  Bawiinaon,  CO,  3-34th  .»rtlllery, 

6.  T,»&K  OhG.J<IZ..TIONt  See  Inolosure  #1, 

7.  aUPPOA'i'IivO  F0.iCe,S  ■ 

a,  U.S,  Nnvyi  Naval  aupnort  throughout  the  oberation  vaa 
provided  by  the  Combined  Task  Foroo  11?.  Support  Inoluaed  mutual 
coordination  and  preparation  of  operr.tionnl  pirns  nnd  orders, 
Administrative  nnd  locistlonl  requirements  were  effectively  provided, 
Operational  support  included  riverine  survey  tenma,  esoort  ond  troop 
lifts  from  the  MBB  into  the  area  of  operations.  Water  sNeopo  were 
alio  oonduoted  nhe?d  of  all  troob  carriers.  Taotloal  opcrotlons 
Inoludvd  ooordlnotion,  dooloymont  and  emtloyment  of  .,rBy  and  Navol 
forces.  In  addition.  Naval  f're  vina  provided  in  support  of  maneuver 
battalions  vith  dlreot  and  Indlreot  fires  In  sone'.  The  mobility 
provided  by  thC'  ships  and  bonts  of  TP  117  insured  that  Infantry  and 
full  supoort  for  Infantry  wrs  provided  lor  oporatlone  virtually  any¬ 
where  in  the  oentx'il  Deltn  aroo  vlthln  hours  of  receipt  of  movement 
orders, 
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SQBJBCTt  Oenbat  Operat  Iona  •  Aftar  Aot^on  Raport 

b.  OiS.  Air  Foreai  Air  aapport  thraughout  tha  oparatlon 
Ma  providad  bp  tha  7th  U<3,  Air  Foroa  anploplngpn-plannad  and  ln« 
madlata  air  atrUcaa.  -  Thlrtr-thraa  pra-plannad  atrlkaa  wara  aaplopad 
durldg  thia  oparatluif  noatlj  on  praaalaebad  baaehlng  aitaa  and  tar** 

«ata<  rraopiannad  raqueaea  uara  aumattad  tnrangn  Amp  onannala  bp 
alapbona  prior  to  eaoh  operation.  Imadlaba  raq^iaaba  ware  Inltl* 
atad  via  Air  Foroa  albgla  alda-band  aqnnvAnieatlon  apatan  after 
approval  bp  local  conraander.  Moat  of  tiba  air  atrlkaa  assplopad 
agalnat  fortlflAd  bunker  ooaltlona  vara  affaetlva  In  daatreplng  the 
ananpia  bunkera.  Air  atrlkaa  anplopad  agalnat  flaalng  ground  cro6pe» 
and  preparation  of  beschlng  and  landing  aonaa  vara  moat  afraotlva. 

No  algnlfloant  problena  ware  anoountarad  during  tha  anpldpmant  of 
air  atrlkoai  targeto  ware  properly  narked  and  Idantifiad.  On  aavar^* 
al  oooaalona  aircraft  with  unexpended  ordnance  ware  diverted  and 
affectively  employed  agalnat  targete  of  opportunltv.  On  aavtral 
other  oooaalona,  C-4.7  "SPOOKY"  Flare  Shlpa  equipped  with  nlnlguna 
were  amplovad  to  aupport  and  reinforoo  elements  of  the  Brigade  vhloh 
were  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  houra  of  darkneaa. 

Reaction  times  of  responae  to  requests  for  flare  ahipa  ware  axoel* 
lent  and  tholr  support  was  affective  not  only  In  reinforcing 
friendly  elements,  but  also  In  destroying  the  enemy, 

0.  Army  Aviatlont  Amy  aviation  aaaete  of  III  and  ZV 
Corps  provided  gunahlp- support  and  light  helicopter  airlift  support. 
Aviation  requirements  were  submitted  to  tha  next  Imediata  Haad- 
quartara  which  exercised  operational  oiyitrol  of  the  Brigade.  Teotl* 
oal  plana  and  operations  wora  often  mouflad  when  Amy  airlift  ■  •  > 
aaseba  wara  not  available,  diverted  or  vlthdriwn  from  the  Brigade 
end  reallocated  for  a  hl^har  prlorltv  mlaslon.  Whan  airmobile  hell* 
ooptsr  eonpanlee  wore  svallabla.  their  employment  enhanoed  tha  mo* 
blllty  of  the  Brigade,  auoh  that  fighting  elementa  were  Inaerted  as 
required  within  the  area  of  operatlena'to  reinforce  friendly  unite 
or  blook,  engage  and  dsttroy  the  enemy, 

d«  ARVNt  21st  ABVN  Dlvlsldn  oonduoted  baetloal  oparatlona 
in  ooordlnation  and  oooperatlon  with  the  Brlaada.  Blemente  of  tha 
ARVN  Dlvialon  operated  Independently  6f  the  Brigade,  within  the 
taotloal  area  of  operational  Intereat.  Artaa  or  operation  ware 
coordinated  and  estRblishad  so  as  to  Inaure  that  oparatldna  of  both 
Free  World  Armed  Forces  would  oompliment  eaoh  other,  i,e,  sharing 
of  mutual  AO  bodr.  .arise  to  block  the  enemy*  a  withdrawal  through 
tha  adjaoant  AO. 

a.  Artillery <  Artillery  aupport  throughout  tha  oparatloi 
provided  by  the  3rd  Battalion,  34th  ArtHlarf  (-)  from  forward 
fire  support  bases  established  on  floating  bargee.  During  one  of 
the  operations,  Battery  0,  2'-3Bth  Artillery  waa  attoohad  to  tha  base 
aatabllahad  within  the  AO.  Rasponaaa  to  all  fire  mlaalona  wara 
prompt  and  aaalatod  ir  suppreealng  anany  fires |  oountsr  mortar  and 
high  explosive  fires  wero  employed  extanalvoly.  All  artillery  fires 
ware  affaotlvei  hovsver,  employment  procedures  must  be  Improved 
upon  at  the  adjustment  level.  On  several  oooaalont,  friendly 
positions  were  not'olu&rly  identified  end  artillery  fires  were 
employed  too  oloao, 

6.  INTBLLIQEHCEi  a.  Osneral.  Within  the  OAI  RANO  District 
PHONO  DINH  Province,  the  enemy  deoroaiod  the  Intensity  of  hie  attaol  v 
ogalnet  urban  orocs,  although  the  majority  of  hit  foreoa  remained 
In  olose  proximity  to  populated  ereas.  During  tha  renewed  major 
Vlat  Oong  offensive  (TST  Campaign  1968)  In  the  IV  Corps  area,  the 
enemy  employed  the  majority  of  his  main  end  local  fores  units  In 
vaet  attaoka  againa>..urbap  areas, ,  The  Intensity  of  these  attacks 
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and  the  vnemu^s  wiliinsncta  to  aooopt  unprcocdontol  loans,  indloatod 
thnt  he  antlolpatid  provokim'a  general  uprising  dualgnod  to  Influ- 
onac  the  desired  destination  of  the  governBental  structure ,  Tho 
ohoay's  previous  aotlvltles  do-nonotrated  his  ability  to  expend 
munitions  extcnslvclyi  which  Indicated  thnt  his  resupply  capabilities 
were  ".dequatc  and  nosslbly  thnt  hid  cunltlons  and  sud  lies  were  pre- 
poeitionoa  prior  to  his  attacks. 

b.  Enemy  Fercosi  numerous  Intelligence  reports  Indicated 
that  the  enemy  had.  Improved  hla  strensth  threuchout  the  Phone  Dlnh 
Province,  and  inorecsed  his  novomont  within  the  T..OI.  Viet  Cong, 
prosol-yting  activities  suoecoded  In  Inore.-islng  the  nunber  of  VC 
throughout  the  province.  In  most  coses  young  recruits  vieru  assigned 
to  units  rnd  sent  to  battle  with  clnlnun  training  1  this  enabled  the 
VC  to  display  oonsldcrable  force  on  tho  battlefield  at  minimum  risk. 
For  cx'-raulc,  the  T..Y  DO  Battalion  ’•T'a  bfcllovcd  to  have  recruited 
substantlrl  nurbtrs  of  personnel  on  the  strength  of  their  reputation 
supported  by  a  considerable  propag'nda  effort.  Enemy  forces  v;ithln 
tho  PHOKO  DINH  Province  were  identified  nsi  306th  Main  Force  Battal¬ 
ion  (HP),  303rd  MF  Battalion,  the  T..y  DO  I  .and  II  Battalions,  the 
U  MINH  loth  Battalion  PMF  and  .a  Military  Region  III  Hqs  aeoonponied 
by  a  security  element  of  200  men  from  the  TM  3173  Battalion.  The 
T..T  uO  Battalion  II  w.as  also  refenod  to  as  the  307th  MP  Battnllcn, 

(1)  Tho  306th  MF  Batt'-llon  w;  s  observed  In  the  vicinity 
H30203  and  ■/S9306|  with  rn  estio-ted  strength  of  two  companies. 
Observation  of  this  unit  of  11  February  Indicated  that  the  battalion 
Was  located  at  vlolnlty  W86S10.  Tho  battalion  was  reported  to  have 
had  0  flame  thrower (man  paok)  assets,  and  vns  allegedly  considered 
to  be  proflolent  with  that  eapnbillty. 

(2)  The  309th  MP  Battalion  virs  sighted  in  the  vlolnlty 
yS7707,  on  12  February,  with  an  estin'tod  of  500  troops.  The  battal¬ 
ion  was  composed  of  a  Hqs  Company,  three  Infantry  Companies,  a  Rooon- 
nalsaanoo  Comuany,  and  a  Sapper  olenont, 

(3)  The  303rd  MF  Battalion  was  identified  on  12  Feb¬ 
ruary  ns  being  loo-ted  along  a  stream,  from  vlolnlty  '111759995  to 
WR762965,  and  along  a  or.nel  vicinity  W8777013  to  ,/R77^97o,  The  oper¬ 
ational  strength  of  this  battalion  was  estimated  to  be  approximately 
450  troops,  The  bfttnllon  consisted  of  n  He.  dqunrtcrs  Company,  throe 
Infantry  Companies,  a  Conbet  Support  Company,  on  antl-alroroft  elem¬ 
ent,  a  Rooonnalssanoc  Company  cM  a  Soppor  elcncnt, 

(4)  Tho  T.ikT  DO  Battalion  was  oonsldored  one  of  the 
most  elite  VC  fighting  units.  It's  total  strength  numbered  500 
troops.  The  battalion  consisted  of  a  He'dquurters  Company,  three 
Infantry  Companies,  a  Heavy  Woopons  Company  and  a  Sapper  Company, 

Tho  battalion  was  located  m  tho  vlolnlty  of  the  306th  MF  Battalion 
<U365lo). 


(5)  Reports  rooelvcd  indio'ted  that  a  stoond  T..X  DO 
Battalion  was  o;  -.'rating  In  the  Phong  Dlnh  Province  (vlolnlty  NS57707) 
with  an  i stlnated  strength  of  approximately  240  non,  Tho  battalion 
was  to  have  consisted  of  three  rifle  oonp'nles, 

(6)  The  0  MIMH  loTH  Battalion  PMF  was  reported  to  be 
located  vlolnlty  .IR709880  to  ';fH7708lO  on  12  February.  The  battalion 
was  composed  of  four  Infantry  Companies  of  100  nen  eaohi  and  arrived 
at  that  loo-tlon  after  Its  attack  on  Raoh  Ola, 

1 

(7)  The  III  military  Region  Headquarters  controlled  tho 
provinces  of  Raoh  Ola,  Can  Tho,  Vlnh  Long,  II''  Vlnh.  Soo  Tr^ng  and 
Ca  Mau,  The  headquarters  moved  from  vlolnlty  VR7786  to  the-  Junction 
of  the  Klnh  Sang,  Klnh  Salntenoy  o-anrls,  vlolnlty  VIR770870, 
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9.  MSwiCNi 

e.  Conluot  riverine  I  elmobllo,  eearoh  and  swoop  oporations 
In  C*;I  DINti  Rrovlnoot  to  loonte,  fix,  and  dest¬ 
roy  tfXt  .TJtJnuB  Ot  Vu  jC/Jt  J\J\i  alal  ^C>  fix  onvv'txlwn  l-‘0 

lons  1  '-nd  II  In  tent. 

b.  In  ooeperatlen  with  olumonta  of  21st  aRVN  Division, 
oonduot  rlvorln  >,  elmobllo,  soareh  and  swoop  oporntlons  In  rauiia 
.iIaI  Dlstriot,  .-aO'mQ  Dll'll  Provinou,  and  Dlstrlot,  A0'iui\ 

Provi-icL,  to  looato  A  destroy  VC  IIP  Ill  Headquarters  fnd  attached 
enemy  eluaonts  in  cone, 

0,  Conduct  waterborne  oordon  and  Infantry  soaroh  nnd  clear 
operations  on  Islnnl  of  CU  Ik^O  tuJt,  I'tu,.  Oe  District  of  VIi.c.  j3li\a 
Province,  to  eliminate  guerrilla  eliaonts  thereon. 

d,  Conduct  riverine,  airmobile  ?.nd  search  4  sweep  oper'-tlon 
In  C.,I  itartO  District  PaOiiC,  Dli.’ti  Province,  In  cooperation  with  tlejn- 
ents  of  21st  HVl’  Division  to  locite,  fix  4  destroy  elements  of 
303rd,  306th,  309th  MR  Battalions  (VC)  end  other  tneny  olemerts  In 
cone, 


10,  CONCaPT  OP  0PAit..TI0N, 


a,  The  operation  as  originally  conceived  was  to  be  conduct¬ 
ed  In  thrao  phaaos  Involving  doplsynent,  employnent  and  reduployaont 
of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Forces,  The  first  phase  consisted  of  deploy¬ 
ment  of  the  MRF  frpm  DCIiO  te  C,Ji  'TEOi  after  whloh  both  ..ray  and 
Kevy  elements  were  uanloyod  In  tactical  opcrotlons.  The  employment 
phase  ooioludud  generally  with  the  course  of  friendly  oper  'tlons  con¬ 
ducted  constituting  Opor  tlon  00^,‘..ujO  aI.  The  rcdeploraent  phase 
concluded  the  operation  with  the  MRF  returning  to  the  OOI^'G  lUFi  area. 


b.  The  Initial  denloyment  phase  of  Operation  COnOleo^O  XI 
ocanenood  on  12  February  1986,  with  the  movoaont  of  the  Kobllo 
Riverine  Force  (MRP)  from  Song  Tom  to  on  anohorage  point  in  the 
vicinity  of  O4J*  TcO,  Tho  MRF,  minus  the  3-6oth  Infantry  troop  car¬ 
rier,  .kPL-26,  proceeded  up  the  Hetceng  River  to  an  anchorage  at  tho 
eastern  ontronoe  to  the  Vom  Kao,  artivlng  at  approziaatuly  2000  hours 
Snrly  the  morning  of  13  February  with  a  favornble  high  tide,  the  MRF 
units  oonpletid  tr  ansit  down  the  Vnm  Mao,  into  the  Bsssao  and  proo- 
eedod  down  stream,  arriving  off  C,^  7H0  shortly  after  1300  hours, 
having  oom^leted  a  transit  of  109  mllos  from  Song  loa.  The  ..PS-Eo 
under  tow,  proecedud  independently  with  esoort  to  Join  the  MRF  at 
C,J(  (BD  arrlvinc;  on  tho  afternoon  of  the  lAth  February, 


0,  Four  significant  offensive  operations  vert  initiated 
during  C0R0iwJ30  XI ,  Raoh  operation  was  derived  from  analysis  of  in- 
orer.sed  enemy  aotivity  within  tho  Brigodo's  'i'.,0R  and  missions  as¬ 
signed  by  higher  headquarters,  0F0tiD4  were  prepared  Jointly  by  Army 
and  Kavy  elements  oomprislng  the  Mobile  Riverine  Foroo  for  each  of 
the'  offensive  operctions.  Operation  CChOIeJOO  XI  began  with  tho  im¬ 
plementation  of  OPORD  15-68  and  eipnioy>''ent  of  waperbornu  (Riverine) 
Insertions  of  infantry  units  along  the  Raeb  Can  Tho  in  Cai  Rang 
Dlstriot,  Phong  Dinh  Ftovlnoei  this  being  tho  first  time  a  major 
0,8,  .'.rny  Force  had  conducted  taotloal  oporations  In  the  southern 
extroraity  of  the  Hepubllo  of  Vietnam,  Tho  KRF's  mission  resd  os 
followei  MRF  oonduots  rlverlno,  olrmobile,  search  and  sweep  oper¬ 
ations  In  C,xl  R,R(0  Dlstriot  I  Fhohg  Dlnh  Provinee,  to  looate,  fix 
and  destroy  elements  of  VC  303,  306  and  309  MF  battalions  and  T.,f 
DO  Battalions  I  and  II  in  sono. 

(1)  OlUiiD  15-6S1  Tho  oonovpt  for  this  opor'-tlon  In¬ 
volved  deploying  tho  3-47th  Infantry  by  rlverlno  movement  to  i»0 
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MIIX(  there  the  buttaiion  wculd  conduct  beach  aca'^ultii  cn  three  (3)  landing 
altea*  Each  bouCh  afie^iuit  landing  would  bo  aiipportcl  by  '.rtillery  and  Naval 
fl*a  auppert*  Upon  cc.Tiplt.tion  of  the  beoch  oQ^aultc,  Tr  11? ’b  ationult  sup¬ 
port  patrol  bonth  and  trcop  cerrler*  would  estnrlieh  wnt  blocks. 

Upon  beachingi  the  battalion  would  attack  n^-rtfi  in  zone,  and  backloid  on 

•  .*.1  ».  w..  i-  T.T-  TP  wl^n  — 

- g.  ^  ^ 

in  tiia  «u.  «/3-60th  Infantry  would  b«  eeployoU  aa  a  Hapld  Haacticn  ierce 

(RBP)  and  wi.o  prep_ri.l  to  conduct  airraoblla  oparatlonu  in  thw  .lO  und  uetablii; 
tlnoking  position  io)  or  reinforCv.-  friendly  elemonta  in  contact.  The  3.60tl 
Infantry  t-)  upon  cloeurc  in  the  Kobile  Riverine  Beee  would  prepnrod  to  ctn» 
duct  offenaive  operotlona  within  the  aC. 

(2)  CFOi.E  16-6G:  For  thla  operaticn,  the  Brigade  would  deploy  both 

oar.e-ver  bjttalicr.:  cp  rlvurino  moveient  from  buso  nustan  to  «.0'o  Eickens 
and  .nacKuray,  li..;  3-'t7th  Infantry  would  conduct  buccr.  naBaulta  cn  three 
landing  eltaa  in  ..C  Tuckeruy.  El*»:unte  landing  cn  1  and  H  w^ull  then 

Bweep  Bouthwaat  in  zone  along  either  aide  of  the  Kinh  Lei  Hiay.  £ler.cnta 
landing  on  the  third  beach  would  then  aweep  northwest  alciig  the  uaet  aide 

of  Kinh  Suintenoy.  Tne  3“80th  Infantry  wculd  be  enploy-id  to  conduct  bench 
landing  nenuuit&  tr.  no  dickor.s  on  3  bcaC;.  .-..tcs.  hi oc. or. to  .'.jiilng  beacnea  1 
and.i  w^ulu  o-o-ep  soutl.o^at  in  zot.o  -r.lor.g  citi-.r  Glut  of  Ki,...  oairlur.oy; 
while  tfte  ror.ainir.6  tieir.eatd  of  the  Latteiior.,  n.iitiijb  tn-.c,.  would  ewanp 
■outhuait  in  zone  purollai  to  Kinh  fluintenoy.  Sweupiiit  op.ratioce  iy ■  boih 
battalions  would  fix  alaoonto  of  the  VC  HF  III  Keudqunrtcra  thereby  denying 
their  wltharawal  froe.  the  area,  artillery  and  Naval  tiro  support  would  bo 
provided  from  org.nie  asaeta  of  tho  diigade  end  tt  117  rvepootlvoly.  Artil¬ 
lery  firua  would  ta  roinforcad  by  C/2-35th  Artillery  ~l.icn  wnc  OPCO.N  to  the 
Brigade.  Pruplannud  unu  Imincdiatu  elrstrikca  would  be  o.-nployod  ec  rsquirod 
by  the  tacticul  Bltuction.  To  pertsit  pauGogo  of  araorud  troop  carriers  thru 
tho  canal,  tho  oer.tvT  span  of  tho  bridge  at  Phung  l.'lop  woo  required  to  be 
olthor  removed  or  rolsod.  The  3/D/15  Enginoaro  would  nce„mpllsh  thia  t-ok 
prior  to  thu  nrrivul  of  the  ;.TC'b  at  that  poini.  all  forcuu  would  be  ox- 
troetod  froir.  tho  ,,0.  the  evening  of  23  Fabruury. 

(3)  OlOKD  lV-661  To  oliMin.'.ta  the  guerrilla  elamenta  on  thv 
island  of  Ou  Leo  Nay,  a  wat.rborne  cordon  of  the  island  weuld  be  establlahed 
NLT  240630  February.  Inmedlatoly  folio -.'ing  the  Cordon,  louuepaoker  instruc- 
tiona  would  bo  provided  by  tho  Bi'lgad’’'J  Psyehologiral  Operations  Detachment, 
these  instruetlona  would  inforit  tlie  in.habitnnts  of  the  naturo  of  tho  opera¬ 
tions  and  directed  tr.or;.  to  move  to  one  of  'wo  eulluctlen  points  whore  they 
would  he  aaraaned.  Medesps  would  be  cunductwu  eoncu.-rently  with  the  scre¬ 
ening,  A  two  hour  purled  (O63O  tu  083O)  would  be  allotted  to  the  inhabitants 
to  get  tu  tho  collection  points,  .vftar  which,  the  two  maneuver  battalions 
Would  make  beach  landlngo  nt  each  of  tne  island  to  ci.rduet  ncuroli  and  clear 
operatione,  Tho  3-**7th  Infantry  would  boaoh  on  the  west  end  tf  the  island 
and  conduct  a  deteil  aoaron  southeast  in  zone  to  tho  bcttalior,  biundcry. 

The  3-60tli  Infantry  would  beach  on  tho  east  end  of  the  island  and  conduct 
a  eutoll  search  narthweut  in  zone  to  It 'a  boundary.  Fire  support  would  be 
provided  both  by  3-34th  Artillery  (-)  and  Naval  boats  if  requirod. 

(4)  OiOKD  18-681  This  operation  would  Involvu  deploymwitt  «f  'the 
3-47tli  Infantry  by  rlVorlnu  movocient  to  the  .,0  to  attack  louth  in  zonu.  The 
3-6oth  Infantry  w..uld  be  dopl.^yed  to  a  pickup  zone  (FZ)  in  the  vicinity  of 
tho  4,C  whence  the  battalion  w»uld  conduct  airmobilo  acsaults  Into  tlio  „0  to 
ootabliah  blocking  poi.itiono  oriented  to  the  north.  On  tne  following  day 
both  batcallone  would  bo  prepared  to  continue  oporntlona  .aouthwest  in  zone. 
Pruplanned  nnd  li.\r.odiatu  airstrikea  would  bo  employed  to  support  the  opera¬ 
tion.  Tho  3-34th  ..rtillvTy  (-)  would  deploy  to  FSB  Ricardo  to  oupport  tho 
operation.  TF  11?  unite  would  aotabllsh  noturution  pntrola  cn  the  Song 

Con  Tho  to  prevent  oneny  exfiltration  to  the  o»uth,  East  and  Weut, 
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(l)  A;.proxlmat«ly  C700  hourst  th*  MBS'  Inltlatad  ooobat  aperitlena 
in  aoi-jrdinoe  with  OPI.AJ1  15-681  aoploylng  tha  }-47th  Infantry  In  a  riverine 
aaeault  to  saiaa  beach  landing  titeai  Green  1,  ooordinatee  WS  703OJ5I  Green  2, 
eoordinatea  WS  7e60S4|  and  Green  3,  ooordinatee  W8  7B6404>  &:avc,  Charlie  and 
a>bo  Companies  ware  deployed  by  ATC'e  anlaslaad  landing  aites  Green  1.  2  end 
3  reepnotlvely  encountering  no  eneoy  contaot  or  realatanoe.  iaaault  boata  of 
River  Rlviplon  92  aatabllahed  waterborne  patrole  fron  aoordlnatea  US  759036  to 
WS  826057  on  the  Bach  Can  The  to  provide  aupiiort  and  blocking  foroaa.  Tha  oonpan- 
ioa  than  began  their  awaep  northwaat  in  zone,  linaoiately  after  tha  aeaault  land¬ 
ing,  aira;rike«  ware  am. loyad  to  oeatroy  auapected  eneoy  poaltiona  vicinity 
ua  7736O7.  The  3-47th  Infantry  continued  Ita  aweaping  oiaaion  after  waiting 
briefly  for  the  aiieirikee  to  tarminata.  V5“47th  Infantry,  which  was  introduced 
into  the  4O  '  .  0720  hours  Landing  on  sites  Green  3,  aajuo^  tha  mlsalon  of  battalion 
rsearvs  and  alaplacad  no.  thweat  bshini  E  Company. 

U)  Approxloately  1025  hcu.t,  ^3-47th  Infantry  engegod  fiva  (5) 

VC,  lovin,,-  acroaa  an  onan  ar«a  vicln.ty  US  776054,  with  amall  arms  and  ’.itillory 
fireat  a  aoarch  of  thu  area  of  contact  waa  made,  during  which  the  com.'any  found 
one  (1)  VC  XI4  and  a  larga  anaa  cache.  The  arms  cache  was  located  in  tha  vicinity 
of  wS  779050  and  eontalnad  the  following  iteaat  160  ohargee  for  ^40  rookete, 

460  rookate,  5t  1  anti-psraonnel  laintB,  56  heavy  10-K  minaa,  200  Iba  of 
axplotivae,  I09  Ohio  on  grtnadaa,  140  fragmentation  granadaa,  thraa  eZam  mortar 
rounda,  4OO  ooncuaaion  granadaa,  i5S)liaa  raoollati  rlflt  rounda,  (69)  I20mg  mortar 
rcunda,  two  62am  mortar  bipods,  92  charges  tor  RP&-7‘R,  taveral  cans  of  loose 
iIC.47  ancunitlcn  and  aaaortal  medioal  suppliea.  Tha  company  ramalnad  within  tha 
lomtdlata  area  and  aeourod  the  arms  oaohe  until  an  JPD  team  arrl''ad  to  destroy  it. 
Civilians  in  the  area  informed  V3-47th  Infantry  that  20  VC  ware  eaan  in  tha 
area  moving  south  with  euppliaa  prior  to  tha  inarloana  arrival. 


(3)  it  0626  hours  ^3*4 7th  Znf entry,  during  its  iwssp  northwest, 
looatid  19  ahaped  bunkara  vioinlty  W8  763050  and  dtetroyad  them  with  hand 
gronadce  and  eziiloslvas.  One  hour  later  the  oomtany  engaged  four  (4)  VC  vioinlty 
WS  7e3054<  Shortly  thsreaftor,  the  company  xooolved  fire  from  an  eatlmatad  VC 
•quad  in  tha  vioinlty  of  WS  775063<  irtlllory  fires  wore  soployed  on  the  eneoy 
position,  silenolng  his  fire.  The  arse  was  eearohed  resulting  in  negative  findlnga. 
Contact  was  again  aetabllihed  at  1433  heui*a»  with  what  was  thought  to  b a  an 
aetioated  VC  squad  sits  fsroe  vicinity  WS  761074,  Ihe  enemy  olooted  to  withdraw 
instead  of  fighting#  Three  VC  were  obeorvod  fleeing  the  area)  one  of  which  was 
armed  with  an  4^47  rifle.  The  two  unarmed  VC  were  captured,  in  Immediate  Inter¬ 
rogation  of  the  row’s  revealed  that  they  wore  members  of  the  309  VC  Battalion, 

Bravo  Company  oontlnued  their  movenent  east  along  a  stream  line  tu  looete  a  email 
group  of  VC  that  iRW  units,  to  the  east,  had  reportedly  fluahed  into  th>.  area. 

Tbs  company  wti  engagvd  again  at  15^5  hours  rewelvlng  hoavy  voluoas  of  autouatlo 
weapons  flro,  Burlng  this  engagement  the  company  sustained  four  men  WIU,  and 
reported  that  they  were  in  contaot  with  an  eetlmatsd  VC  Oompa^y.  Blestrlkoa  and 
artillery  were  unployud  to  roinforee  V3~47th  Infantry.  The  ataault  boats  extend¬ 
ed  their  patrols  to  vicinity  of  US  7i606S  to  provide  additional  flanking  support, 
Ounshlpa  wore  also  employed  to  rtinforoe  the  oompany  in  euppreteing  the  heavy 
volume  of  onomy  flroe.  The  gunahipe  were  employed  in  oontlnious  pesoes  end 
provided  close  ir.  au.port  within  25  ootere  of  2y3-47th  forward  most  position. 

^ing  this  ongagemont  tha  gunehlps  provided  outstanding  support  while  being  eng¬ 
aged  also  by  enemy  firos.  One  gunehrp  dleoharged  a  rocket  curing  e  pass  ovor 
the  ooapany's  position  resulting  in  one  US  kHi  and  tarn  wUa.  a  dust  off  (medioal 
evaouatlon)  waa  rcquuatsd  but  the  intunso  ongagemont  delayed  its  arrival  until 
a  later  time  in  the  day.  As  the  sngiguient  oontlnuod  the  volume  of  enemy's  firo 
waa  oomlng  east  from  the  B  Company  location. 
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The  coBpeny  then  meuieuvered  to  vicinity  of  W378S072,  et  vblch  point  they 
hegtn  to  receive  fire  from  their  front  and  both  bank*.  At  1639  hour* 
tbe  Battall'dn  Cociiaander  reqvieeted  that  A/3-6oth  Infantry  be  coionltted 
on  LZ  Falcon  vicinity  W3795061i  to  block  and  fix  the  '/C  force.  E/3-b7th 
Infantry  and  A/3-60th  Infantry  were  tasked  to  move  intc  the  area  and 
reinforce  Bravo  Company. 

(•>)  E/3-l*7th  Infantry  was  originally  oweeplng  northwest 

from  vicinity  of  W076603£  to  W378305«.  It  waa  at  the  latter  location 
vhure  they  engaged  four  VC  hefore  moving  further  to  the  ncrthwent  tr> 
vicinity  of  W8773Cfc6,  Approximately  1715  hoiu-s  the  company  began  Its  move¬ 
ment  to  the  north  to  aaalet  B/3-'‘7th  Infantry.  Two  hours  later  the  company 
began  Its  enQployment  to  position  alongside  of  B  Company,  At  this  time 
the  E/3-l*7th  was  heavily  engaged  and  eubaequently  pinned  down  by  enemy  fires 
vicinity  WS7fl9072  from  their  north  and  east,  and  could  rot  continued 
forward  Into  position  beside  B  Company  at  that  tlDe,  Artillery  was  employed 
agulnet  cremy  poaltlons  to  aeelst  £  Company.  During  the  artillery 
engagement  one  US  KHA  and  five  VHA  resulted  from  a  short  round.  The 
contact  continued  with  both  B  and  E/3-b7th  Infantry  engaging  the  enemy.  Eclio 
S-liTth  Infantry  was  receiving  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  from  the 
north  bank  of  the  canal  apprcxlmately  30C  meters  vest  cf  B/3-^Tth 
Infantry  location  vicinity  of  WS766c''l.  At  21itt  hours,  ti.c  patrolling 
boats  hailed  an  unllghted  socipem.  Th.e  occupanto  dove  into  the  ■-■ater,  and 
the  sampan  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

(5)  The  3-60th  Infantry  (-)  was  continuing  Its  riverine 
movement  to  the  MRB,  A/3*60th,  which  had  deployed  with  the  .’HF  waa 
OPCON  to  the  2nd  Brigade.  The  company  provided  MRB  secutity  ut  PZ  Troy 
for  the  3-b7th  Infantry  and  remalnad  as  the  Brigade  RRF.  The  3>60th 
Infantry  closed  Into  the  MRF  at  1200  hours,  at  which  time  Alpha  Company 
vat  alerted  as  the  Brigade  RRF  and  coisnltted  into  the  erea  of  operation 
OPCON  to  the  3-l*7th  Infantry  appioximately  1700  hours.  The  company  was 
tasked  and  executed  an  airmobile  aeeault  to  assist  B/3-^Tth  In  ’...olr 
contact  vicinity  W8T90CSU.  A/3-60th  Infantry  conducted  an  alrm.oblle 
assault  from  the  MRB  to  an  LZ  1500  to  1800  maters  south  '  f  B/3-l<7th 
position.  The  company  then  proceeded  nort.h  moving  along  the  ennui 
running  north  to  south  toward*  Bravo  Company  location.  Due  to  limited 
vlsablllty  (derknets)  it  van  noeeasary  for  Alpha  Company  to  advance  ir. 
column  formation  employing  the  2nd  Pit  as  the  lead  platoon  followed  by 
tht  lat  3rd  and  Uth  plateona.  Approximately  boo  meters  from  the  LZ 
the  3rd  platoon  obiarved  two  VC  moving  vest  across  the  axis  of  advance  of 
the  oonpanj'i  the  two  VC  ware  tngagod  and  killed.  One  of  the  two  VC  waa 
aroed  with  a  ehlcom  carbine,  later  during  the  conpanyds  movement  the 
3rd  and  bth  platoon  obi«rvod  four  VC  In  a  tampan  moving  due  south  from 
the  nerthVfit  in  the  canal,  The  sempan  was  engaged  resulting  in  b  VC 
KIA.  Still  continuing  their  movement  toward  B/3-b7th  Infantry  location, 
A/3-60th  could  haar  firing  of  th*Ir  engagement,  f’wo  VC  were  moving 
down  the  same  trail  that  Alpha  Company  vat  moving  up.  The  point  man  of  the 
2nd  platoon  obaerva  the  two  VC  and  engaged  them  killing  or.a(  the  other 
evaded,  Approximately  2230  houre  Alpha  Company  iiad  roach  their  position 
from  which  they  would  reinforce  Bravo  Company  however,  at  thle  time 
the  VC  had  started  to  break  contact.  Coordination  was  Bcde  with  B/3-b7th 
and  A/3'60th  Infantry  sot  up  a  porlneter  of  defense  for  the  night.  During 
the  night  A/3-60th  engaged  all  onucy  activity  on  the  trail.  Approxtmotely 
17  to  20  VC  wore  engaged  with  probable  KIA's, 

(6)  C/3-b7th  Infantry  during  Its  sweep  northeast  dis¬ 
placed  to  vicinity  W378lOb3  and  collected  five  detainees.  At  09b2  houre 
the  company  reported  hearing  fire  from  vicinity  WS776051.  The  compary 
moved  towards  the  direction  of  the  firing  ond  destroyed  one  chlccn  tj-pc 
grenade  booby  trap  while  enroute  (WST7b052).  The  company  wao  then  sub¬ 
jected  to  sporsdlc  sniper  fire.  Artillery  fire*  were  or.ployci  or.  suspected 
•nlper  locations.  The  inlper(s)  fires  Inflicted  four  casualties  upon 
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tbo  oeapMp  (l  KHA  aad  3  WlUi'i).  A  dviat  off  via  repotted  and  conpletad 
at  1S29  heura.  Iba  eoi^any  than  novad  Into  tba  araa  vhera  tha  anlpara 
vara  looatad  and  found  a  VC  baaa  eaaqp  (W879109l*>  eentalnlng  900  Iba  of 
nadloal  auppllaa  and  aona  cooking  utanalla.  n>a  Mdical  auppllaa  vara 
avaeuatad  alona  vlth  thraa  anldlara  vhn  war#  inlurad  aenldantly  by  a 
granada.  C/jaCTth  Infantry  than  diaplacad  to  vicinity  W8T71055  and 
ranalnad  tbara  until  171^  boura,  at  vhlcb  tlaa  tbay  ancountardd  aporadle 
anlpar  firoi  Approaloataly  Slkj  houra,  tha  oo^aay  vaa  raauppliad  at 
that  looatlooi  thay  alao  ragalvan  auppllaa  for  Alpha  Coopany.  C/3-U7th 
Infantry  vaa  alartad  at  2230  houra  to  provide  aaourlty  for  a  ballcoptar 
dovnad  by  anaay  flraa  vicinity  VS7550U1.  At  2335  houra  on  alanant  of  Charlie 
Cogpany  began  Ita  airlift  into  tha  araa  to  aaeura  ena  df  tvo  UH-ID  halleoptars 
dovnad  by  hoatlla  fire.  The  halleopter  vaa  on  a  duat  off  (aadleal 
evacuation]  oiaalon  at  the  tine  It  vaa  engaged.  Ita  crav  vaa  detarmlnad 
to  be  lafa  and  latar  evacuated.  An  additional  alanant  of  Charlie  Company 
vae  airlifted  into  the  araa  to  aealat  in  aaeurlng  tha  aircraft  until  it 
waa  faaalbla  to  extract  It.. 


(7)  The  enesy  continued  to  engage  alamanta  of  the  3-h7 
Infantry  throughout  the  evening  and  Into  tha  night.  During  the  even¬ 
ing  Charlie  and  Echo  Conpanles  3-£0th  Infantry  vare  eonnltted  Into 
the  AU  by  Riverine  movement  to  cetabllah  blocking  poaltlona  in  the  vicinity 
objaetlva  57|  coordlnatea  W5&11056.  The  eonpanlea  beached  In  tha  vicinity 
of  VB6l£ohJ  at  2010  houra  unoppoaed  and  proceadad  to  vicinity  of  objaetlva 
57.  Both  battallona  eatabllthed  their  defanalva  poaltlona  for  the  night  and 
engaged  anesy  activity  near  their  perlmetera.  Ho  significant  engagemanta 
vare  aneountarad.  After  landing  the  two  eoinaolaa,  beati  of  River 
Dlvlalon  111  eatabllahad  patrolr  from  WB803lt05  to  WB8260$7  and  blocked 
throughout  tha  night. 

(6)  In  addition  to  the  patrola  on  the  Song  Can  The,  at 
the  rtdueat  of  IV  Pivarine  Advlaery  Peraonnal,  TF  117  eetabllihed  patroli 
on  the  Song  Hau  Olang  betveen  W8902066  and  HR968997  to  Intardlot  a  VC 
orotalng  oorrldor, 

b,  15  February  1968 i 

(1)  Approximately  0700  houra  tha  Brlgada  eentlauad  rlvarlng 
airmobile,  aeareh  abd  evaap  operationa  in  tona.  Thaae  operatlona  raquirad 
alamanta  of  the  Brigade  to  move  into  AO  BIDNSY  to  fix  and  dtatroy  anemy 
alamanta  looatad  vithln  the  TAOI.  The  3-l)7th  Infantry  oentlnued  its 
•veep  of  the  area  of  oontaot  of  the  prevloua  evening,  leho  and  Bravo 
Coapanlea  dlaplaoad  from  tha  vicinity  of  objaetlva  lUl  to  oonduot  a  eaarch 
and  avaep  operation  tovarda  objective  223,  then  aouth  In  aona.  Alpha 
and  Charlla  Coapanlea  aovad  froa  vloinlty  objaetlva  151  north  and  vaat 
to  objaetlva  138,  than  aouthvaat  in  aona  to  aalta  objaetlva  232.  Through¬ 
out  tha  Bomlng  alamanta  of  the  3-b7th  Infantry  located  tvo  VC  KIA  from  the 
previoua  day'a  engagament,  Thrae  POW'a  vlthout  vaapona  vara  eapturad,  in 
addition  to  ona  AX  (7,  ona  Ml  rlflo,  aevaral  granadaa,  aona  amall  ama 
auimnitlon  and  medical  auppllaa.  A  and  C  Compantaa  3-^7th  Infantry  engaged 
a  aanpan  btllavtd  to  ba  axfiltratlng  VC'ai  thraa  VC  vara  killtd  In 
thla  angagament.  Brave  Company  duaationed  local  tnhabltanti  vithln 
tba  AO  and  vaa'lnforatd  by  one.  Vl,ctnameaa,  that  ha  had  aaendmnVO  vbo 
vara  KIA  In  yaatarday'a  contact.  Othar  Vlatnamaaa  aald  tba  VC  bad  auatalnad 
haavy  oaaualtlaa  aa  a  raault  of  the  alratrlkes.  In  ena  contact  at  1395 
houra,  A/3-U7th  raported  one  VC  KIA  vhlle  conduetlng  their  aeerch  and 
avaap  oparatlona.  Tha  enemy  haraaeed  the  battalion  throughout  tha  day 
employing  aniptr  flraa  and  booby  trapa,  and  avoiding  tlgnlfloont  contact 
vlth  tha  friendly  forcea.  Thla  haraaamant  actlvltlaa  (anlpera,  booby 
trapa)  raaultad  in  tvo  US  aoldlara  KHA  and  lb  US  WHA.  Savan  VC  vara 
raportad  KIA  by  tba  batalllon, 

(2)  Tha  3-6oth  Infantry  bagan  Ita  offanelva  oparatlona 
by  daploylng  Alpha  and  Echo  Coixpanlta  on  ATC'a  of  Rlvek  Dlvlalon  111 
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AVOI-UTWi-A  17  April  1968 

SUBJICTi  Conbtt  Operation!  -  After  Action  Report 

UDfippoeea,  nie  coiipanlei  continued  their  leercb  end  eveep  operation! 
eadt  then  aouth  In  aone.  Approxioately  1300  houre,  Charlie  Coopany  vm 
entad^A  with  email  anr.a  fire.  The  fire  wee  return^  resulting  in  one 
VC  KIA.  The  VC  was  believed  to  be  an  officer  who  bed  in  hi!  poeieaelon 
one  ohicoa  piatol,  a  eaiae  containing  four  to  five  maps  of  the  CAII  no 

received  moderate  email  arms  fire  frcim  the  vicinity  WST^OOSO;  the  firs 
wee  returned  being  reinforced  with  gunshlp  flree  in  the  vloinity  WST3607^| 
another  VC  KIA  was  obtained  aa  n  result  of  this  contact,  Zchts  Company 
during  t'.icir  eveep  and  search  detained  three  individuala  and  found  two 
VC  KIA  and  one  AX  U7  vicinity  W8739077.  Alpha  Company  in  tholr  search 
located  three  VC  KIA  from  the  previous  day's  actlvltlea  and  one  US 
carbine.  Throughout  the  day  the  battalion  located  a  total  of  seven  VC 
KIA,  two  weapone,  one  PRC-25  radio  and  detained  four  Individuals.  Waterborne 
blocka  were  maintained  by  River  Dlvlaion  111  between  WS7l8065  and 
WS7507kS.  At  2020  T-111-13  received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire  from  both  banks  vloinity  W3716067.  The  ATC  returned  suppressing 
fire  but  was  attacked  again  five  slnutea  later.  ATC-111-7  wee  dispatched 
to  aealst,  but  T-111-13  was  again  able  to  euppress  the  fire  from  an 
eatlmated  squad  cf  VC. 

c.  l6  February  I960: 

(l)  Throughout  the  night  (15  February  68),  the  3-17th 
and  3-60yh  Infantry  Battalions  did  not  have  any  eignlflcant  enemy  contact. 
However,  the  '  ,et  Cong  initiated  a  mortar  attack  against  the  CAN  THO 
airfield  approxlc^ately  C115  hours.  The  attack  lasted  until  approximately 
0155  hours  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  one  vetch  tower,  one  3/^ 
truck  and  one  engineer  erene.  A  UH-ID  Cobra  rsctlvad  ma^or  damage  and 
another  received  minor  damage,  A  mohawk  was  alio  damaged  by  ,50  cal 
fire.  Eight  US  personnel  were  wounded  during  the  attack.  Elements  of 
the  Cr.d  Brigade  were  not  requested  to  reinforce  the  airfield (  because  the 
eneny'a  attack  was  not  on  attempt  to  selte  the  airfield.  Enemy  troops 
positioned  outside  of  the  airfield  engaged  the  airfield  with  small 
arms  and  ,50  cal  firs. 

(2)  The  3-l*7th  Infantry  continued  their  operatlono 
southwest  of  CAN  THO,  At  0700  houbs  Charlie  and  Echo  Companies,  3-lt7 
Infantry  began  their  sweep  operations  southwest:  their  night  kits 
vers  Isft  behind  at  Alpha  Company's  location  to  bs  sxtrseted  by  air. 

Alpha  Company  renslned  at  vicinity  W3763063  until  1000  st  which  tlmt  they 
l..aded  on  two  helicopters  acquired  by  the  Battalion  commander  from 
CAB  THO  Airfield  and  were  airlifted  to  FSB  RICARDO  (W3T05OI42)  where 
they  were  to  remain  until  they  could  load  on  ATC's  and  Join  the  battalion 
riverine  convoy  to  vicinity  WR793976,  Alpha  Company  closed  FSB  RICARDO  at 
1055  completing  their  shuttle.  At  12li5  hours  Charlie  and  Eclio  Coopanlea  ■ 
completed  their  movo,  arriving  at  WS762U37,  whore  they  loaded  on  ATC a. 

Alpha  company  remained  at  FSB  RICARDO  until  1252  hours,  at  which  time 
they  loaded  at  ATC's  and  Joined  the  battalion  convey  enroutc  to  the  beaching 
site,  vicinity  WR793976,  arriving  at  Ihuo  hours.  Follovlng  the  beach 
assault,  Charlie  and  Echo  Compotiiee  begun  to  sweep  vest.  At  1538  hours, 
Alpha  Company  backloaded  on  ATC's  vicinity  WR793)’Y6  and  conducted  a 
riverine  movement  to  vicinity  WR792991  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
PZ  at  that  location  and  preparing  positions  for  a  battalion  night  peri¬ 
meter.  Charlie  and  Echo  Companiaa  swept  west  and  then  northvoet  to 
Alpha  Company's  poiitlon  vicinity  VBT92991  with  no  contact.  Several 
divlliani  wounded  in  an  earlier  alretrlke  were  treated  nnd  evacuated  by 
the  battalion  surgeon,  A  battalion  perimeter  was  established  vicinity 
WRT92991  astride  the  river  and  resupply  vae  completed  st  that  location 
at  1830  hours.  The  3-6oth  Infantry  rontlnuej  their  operetlonn  aouthweet 
of  CAN  TK3  also.  Later  in  the  day.  Alpha  o-nd  Charlie  3-60tL  Infantry 
engaged  four  VC;  one  VC  KIA  vac  reporteu  Inr-edlately  after  the  engagenent. 
Ajn.ther  r.earch  of  the  area  the  fcll.nwlng  day  revealed  the  bodies  of 
the  other  three  VC.  A  total  of  sevon  VC  were  KIA  during  both  battalion 
operations. 
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BtBjMi  Co^t  Oparttlont  -  Afttr  Aotion  Rtpert 


IT  April  19«8 


/a2' 


(3)  At  13SS  hourt  s  MlOi  (ItlvarlB*  Anaorcd  Raaoanalaitaet 
BlMMkt)  emalitlDf  of  t«o  Hbnltort  ud  four  MA'a  proettdaA  on  tho 
Scog  CIO  no  froa  ran  RICARSO  to  yc  mTS60bS  to  Invutlgiti  I  riport  of 
•  VC  Broiling.  ni  RARR  rBtumod  to  tbi  fin  lupport  ban  it  IJIO  without 
Ineldiht  or  OBMar  Bontiot.  Ohlti  of  Rlvir  Dlvlalen  111  ocoMiuid  pitrola 
botvcsn  !STJ?0S<  sr.i  SS7STS??  sb;;r;t  13J?.  I??",  ►'•d 

diitreyid  78  hunkiri  lad  roporyod  nigllglbli  lupao  triffle.  Othar 
TT  UT  boat!  oontlBuad  nightly  patroli  along  tbi  Song  Can  Ibo  ind  tbi 
Song  Hau  Olang,  At  33)0,  htfati  of  Rlvar  SlTlilen  91  provldid  mortar 
fin  In  lupport  of  aa  ARn  outpoit  at  HRT33990  whleb  via  nciiring  idiII 
arm  fin.  n«  ininy  attaek  vai  luppriiiid  and  no  boitlli  fin  waa 
no.ilvil  by  thi  beat!.  About  233)  hwi  a  luvan  waa  daatroyaO  by  two 
beata  of  Rlvar  Uvlalon  91  vieln^ty  UBTbOOOT.  Tba  two  ooeupanti  appanntly 
•aoapad. 


d,  17  Pabruary  19681 


Tba  Brigade  eontlnuad  offanalve  oparatlooi  aouthwaat  of 
CAR  no  ,  anploylng  3*b7th  Infantry  and  3-60th  Infantry  In  aaaroh  and 
avaap  oparatlona.  The  B-Uyth  aniplayad  Alpha  Company  ^  rlvarlna 
movonant  (ATC)  vlelnlty  WR793683  to  conduct  thalr  avaap  north.  Tha 
eoepany  engaged  and  killed  one  of  two  VC  who  threw  a  grarada  at  elamenta 
of  Soho  Coa^any  violnlty  VIR70OO13.  Tha  eonpany  ,Mtlnuad  Ita  avaap 
northvard  and  tarolnatad  Ita  Maratlon  at  161(9  houri,  arriving  vicinity 
WRSOOOkUl  at  which  point  thoy  boarded  ATC'a  and  nturnad  to  the  MRB. 

Charlla  and  Xoho  )-v7th  Infantry  van  aaployad  in  aaarch  and  avaap  opara- 
tlena  by  nadna  of  rlvarlna  aovaaiint  alao,  moving  northvard.  In  the 
foraaantlon  oontact,  loho  Coavany  angagad  ona  of  two  VC  hiding  ii  a 
anlpar  hole  who  threw  two  gran^ai  at  thalr  advani  Ing  alamnta.  Ona 
VC  via  KIA  by  tha  eonpany,  hovavar,  gevaa  US  WHA  raaultad  from  tha  anag^ 
granadaa.  A  duat  off  waa  raquaatad  and  eoaplatad.  In  a  aaaroh  of  tba 
ana,  tha  eompany  found  two  vaapena  (ona  UR  ‘>3  platel  and  ona  ohloon 
9na  plitol)  and  two  granadaa.  *ha  3-60tb  Infantry  eontlnuad  thalr 
offanalva  oparatlona  moving  northvard  vitbln  tha  AO,  no  algnlfloant 
oontaet  waa  aneeuntarad  by  tha  battalion.  On  ona  oooaaalon  Echo 
Cei^any  loeatad  and  oapturad  ona  VO  idto  vaa  hiding  In  a  apldar  hela. 

Tha  VC  waa  taken  eaptlva  along  with  hla  ehlooe  oarblna.  tlamanta  of 
tha  battalion  tamlnatad  thalr  operation  and  eonduetad  a  rlvarlna 
aovamnt  baok  to  tha  MRF.  Three  additional  VC  who  vara  KIA  on  I6 
February  vara  looatad  during  tba  day.  Tba  Three  VC  vara  a  part  of  tha 
group  of  four  which  vara  angagad  by  Alpha  and  Charlla  Company  3-60th  Infantry. 
A  aaarch  of  tha  Imadlata  area  only  Indloatad  ona  VC  KIA|  bovavor,  tha 
additional  three  VO  vara  found  during  tha  oompany  aaareh  tad  avaap 
oparatlona  today.  TF  117  unlta  eontlnuad  nightly  patrela  with  Rlvar 
Dlvlalen  91  reporting  46  bunkara  daatroyad  or  heavily  damagad  and  123 
aaqpaai  aaarehad. 

a.  16  Fabruary  19661 

Tba  Brlgada  Inltlatad  aaarch  and  avaap  oparatlona  in  tha 
vicinity  of  tha  CAR  TOO  alrflald  to  looata  anuy  mortar  and  rockat 
peiltloni  from  which  tba  VC  uaa  te  launch  a  mortar  attaek  on  tha  alrflald. 

TOa  3-ltTtb  Infantry  taaumad  tha  taak  of  RRF  and  aaalattd  In  tha  laeurlty 
of  the  MRS  oeoduotlng  multiple  rlvarlna  and  ground  pmtrela.  Tha  3-60th 
Infantry  Battalion  axaoutad  a  rlvarlna  novamnt  to  hoaeb  landing  •itai 
1  and.  2  from  vhiob  polnta  two  eospanlaa  avapt  aoutb  than  aaati  and  two 
eompanlaa  avapt  louth  than  wait  toward  ohjaetl/a  t^raa  and  than  mevad 
nerthvaat  tr  tha  baokload  point.  Rlvar  JMvlileD  ill''aitabllibad 
Intardletpry  patrola  In  tha  vlelnlty  of  tha  lanRlhg  haaohaa  In  dlract 
aupport  of  tha  trocpa.  Two  menltera  and  two  Am'i  of  Rlvar  Dlvlilon  112 
eeoMnead  patrola  on  tha  Seng  Can  Tho  froai  W86260)S  to  V8671091. 

Throughout  tha  battalloni  aaarch  and  avaap  oparatlona  four  locatloni 
vara  dataminad  to  ba  pealtlona  from  idienoa  tba  anaay  had  fir  ad  mortara. 

Ro  waapona  or  ammunition  vara  found  In  tha  area,  Raithar  vaa  tha  battalion 
abla  to  loeata  any  hiding  plaeai  fo.r  mortar  tubaa  l.a.  apldar  bolti. 
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AVDt.U7Mj>A  IT  April  19^ 

SUBJICTi  CoBb&t  Operation!  -  After  Action  deport 

kato  company  3*^Otli  located  one  VC  laortar  petition  vicinity  VlsOl6091t 
Cterlle  3-6otb  Infantry  located  tkrae  VC  murtar  poeltlona  and  Out  .30 
cal  nacUne  (uo  firing  poaltloe  (axpendtd  rounda  icattared  In  area) 

▼lolnlty  W8616091.  There  vae  no  contact  throughout  the  day,  and  the  batta¬ 
lion  returned  to  the  NRH  tn  tne  evening  and  coanenetd  preparation  for  the 
following  daya  actlvltlea. 

f.  IQ  Vehrua-rv 

(1)  The  Brigade  Initiated  aearch  and  eveep  operatlone  In 
the  vicinity  cf  Benh  Thuy  airfield  to  located  enaiy  rocket  and  mortar 
pceiiione  and  to  prevent  the  enee^  from  initiating  an  attack  againet 
the  airfield.  Tha  Brigade  employed  3-t7th  Infantry  by  riverine  movecent 
to  conduct  reconnalaaonce  in  force  in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  Binb  Thuy 
airfield;  the  battellon'a  aearch  and  awoep  operation  did  not  reveal 
any  firing  poaitiona  for  mortare  or  rockata.  negative  contact  vai 
giade  during  the  above  operation.  Approximately  1210  houri  ARW 
Forcee  operating  in  the  area  reported  that  they  were  in  contact  with 
an  satimated  VC  Battalion  alee  force  in  tha  vicinity  of  WSSOSOfih. 

To  relieve  the  magnitude  of  preaaura  on  the  ABVN  force  and  concurrently 
prevent  the  enecy  from  eecaping  aouth  and  southueet  from  tha  area  of 
contact,  the  Brigade  Corjaander  committed  the  3-li7th  Infantry  and 
element!  of  the  3-60th  Inf  j  r-'  into  the  AO  by  pircoblle  and  riverine 
movement.  Approximately  I  :.our«  the  3-17tr.  Infantry'e  Alpbr.,  Charlie 
and  Echo  Companiee  loaded  i.rli^upteta,  vicinity  VS732116  and  were  air¬ 
lifted  to  a  LZ  in  the  vicinity  cf  W38050T2.  In  Alpha  and  Echo  Conpanlae 
approach  to  tha  LZ,  the  hcllcoptere  were  engaged  by  anomy  automatic 
weapona  fire.  Artillery  fires  vara  employed  on  suspected  enemy  poaitiona 
to  supprec!  their  fires.  At  1720  heure  the  battalion  {-]  vae  inierted 
Into  the  area  of  oparatione.  Alpha  Company,  followed  by  Echo  Company, 
began  to  svaap  south  during  which  tine  the  company  encountered  anlper  fire. 
Aa  the  companies  continued  their  movement,  the  lead  company  began  to 
receive  automatic  weapona  fire  from  the  south  vicinity  WS6O6063  at  1623 
heure.  Within  an  hour  Echo  Company  Joined  Alpha  Company  and  continued 
to  sweep  south.  Charlie  Company  conducted  Its  aifllft  from  PZ  W6T3^117 
to  LZ  vicinity  US803071  and  began  to  eveep  eouth  alto;  encountering 
anlper  fire  as  they  moved  from  tha  LZ.  Sniper  fire  thus  far  raeulted  In 
ona  US  KHA  and  one  Us  WHA.  The  oompany  continued  its  movement  eouth 
to  vicinity  WS607o62  and  at  1908  hours  the  company  had  destroyed 
bunkers  vicinity  W&6O7062  and  Killed  one  VC.  At  this  time  another  US 
vaa  WKA  as  e  result  of  sniper  fire.  A  duet  off  was  inltlatad  and  the 
helieupter  ves  hit  by  eaasv  fire,  requiring  It  to  make  an  emergency 
landlug  at  CAN  TKO.  Approxlmataly  2030  houra  the  battalion  (-)  reported 
contact  was  broksn/leas  with  the  qnemy  forevs.'  A  battallon  perimeter 
vaa  aitabllihad  with  Alpha  Company  In  the  vicinity  WS807063,  Charlie 
Conpany  vicinity  WS6060b3  and  Echo  Company  W3603063.  Ihrougbout  tbe  night 
the  enemy  probed  sectors  of  the  perimeter  (A  and  C  Cor.ponlee)  and 
haraieed  the  battalion  with  inlpar  firing.  A  flareshlp  and  artillery 
firee  were  eoq)loyed  to  prevent  the  eneiv  fi'QB  penetrating  tbe  company* • 
perimeter.  The  enemy  employed  a  few  mortar  rounds  In  Charlie  Company's 
perimeter;  however,  no  casualties  were  inflicted  on  friendly  forcea.  At  ' 
Che  end  of  the  day's  operation  there  were:  3  US  KlIA,  1  detainee,  and 
two  weapons  captured  (1  AK  IT  end  NO). 

(2)  t.t  the  request  of  Senior  Adviser,  IV  Corps, 

TF  117  unite  Initiated  Joint  vetepborne  patrol!  with  unlti  of  the  VAN 
Elver  Aaaault  Ornup  along  a  13  mlla  etretch  of  the  Bach  Can  Ttio/Song 
Can  Tho  to  interdict  all  sampan  traffic  end  to  support  the  ANVN  and 
US  Infantry.  The  petrols  extended  from  W6773036  to  WS872090.  At  2217 
hours  Monitor  91-1  was  atrucK  by  two  B-bO  rocket  rounds  which  penetrated 
her  lOrcD  turret.  Although  seven  personnel.  Inc.. ..ding  on  embarked  VAN 
interpreter  were  wounded,  H-91-1  war  able  to  euppreea  'thS'  aatoDetlo  • 
voaponp  and  easdl  srme  fire  which  was  coming  from  three  positions  on 
both  banks  in  the  vicinity  WSTBSOS^*.  Four  of  the  w-junded  were  medoveced 
after  a  rer.datvous  with  a  medical  aid  boat.  The  patroln  continued 
throughout  the  night  li.  an  effort  to  prevent  cxflltration  of  VC  unlta 
from  the  area  of  operation!.  At  OlUO  hours  Monitor  Q2-2  received  a  '  ' 
raeolleta  rocket  hit  on  the  sterboerd  tide  vicinity  .STUkOliS.  The 
roxuid  did  not  penetrate  and  fire  was  suppressed  Immedletaly. 
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SUBJWTi  Coabat  Oparatloni  -  Afttr  Aatlon  Nport 

20  rabrvair  1968) 

Th*  Brlfadi  oontlsuad  opcratloiu  la  CAI  RAUO  Dlitrlet, 
•outbwHt  of  CAB  no.  Baeoonaiattae*  oparatloa*  ««r*  loltlatod  to 
rt|aln  «BMqr  contact  aatabliabad  tha  avanla4  of  19  fabruarjr.  Both 
■aaauvar  battallooi  attacked  la  tea#  to  laoata  and  daatroy  rwaialoi 
VC  alaaanti  vlthla  the  AO.  Contact  waa  light  throughout  tha  day  raiultlng 
la  IT  VC  CA.  nic  Brigade  aitraatad  tha  battalion  back  to  tha  HUB  In  . 
preparation  for  Iti  forthcoolsg  operation.  ‘iT  IIT  continued  Interdiction 
patrole  vltbout  Incident. 


h.  21  thru  23  February  1986i 

(1)  Iba  Moblla  Rlvarlna  Forca.  In  conjunction  with  elementi 
of  tha  21at  ARVB  Dlvlalon,  Initiated  oparatlona  on  22  February  In  accord¬ 
ance  vlth  OFOlU)  ld-68i  to  locate' aid  deefroy  tha  VC  Main  Force  III 
Headquartera  and  othar  aneny  elanenta  In  tone.  Tha  eebana  of  maneuver 
Involved  deploying  the  3-iOth  Infantry  (•)  by  riverine  Bovament  Into  tbe 
AO,  landing  on  three  beachea.  Tvo  coapanlae  of  tha  battalion  awept  to  the 
aoutheaat  In  zona  along  tbe  KIBB  SAIBTKBOT.  Another  company  evapt 
aouthaaat  In  tone  parallel  to  ICTHU  SAIHTBIOY.  The  3-b7th  Infantry  (-) 
deployed  three  coopanlea  by  riverine  movenant  to  three  beach  landing  eltea. 
Upon  beaching  tha  battalion  employed  tvo  coapanlea  eouthveat  In  gone 
along  eltber  aide  of  KIBH  LOI  HIEU  and  the  third  company  northwaet  along 
the  aaat  elda  of  KIBH  SAHTEHOY.  Fire  aupport  vae  provided  by  C  Battery 

2- 33  Artillery  and  3-3beh  Artillery  (-).  Bahe  Company  3-£t>th  Infantry  vae 
under  OFCOB  of  the  Brigade  for  the  purpoae  of  aacurlng  fire  euppsrt 

baaa  (iBB)  I120T  vlolalty  WI(90T6>tlt  on  22  February.  In  preparation  for 
their  alaalon,  E/3-80tb  Infantry  conduoted  a  riverine  movement  212039 
February  from  tha  MtB  to  the  CAB  ISO  Bag  Pier,  for  aubaaquent  deploy¬ 
ment  to  F8B  tllot  the  follvolng  morning.  Bnroute  to  FSB  Eliot,  the 
company  vae  taekad  to  provide  convay/eecort  eaourlty  for  C/2-39th 
Artillery  Battalion.  The  coivany  vae  provided  2  1/2  ton  vehlclea  and 
aguaMoted  vlth  five  APC'a  by  tbe  21et  ABVIt  Civlaion  to  accoaplleb  the 
laleelon.  Charlie  k-b7th  Infantry  vae  deployed  from  Dong  Tam  to  eeoura 
one  of  the  three  forvard  Fire  Support  Baaea. 

(2)  Approklaately  220b00  February  the  3-80th  Infantry 
(•)  and  3«‘)7th  Infantry  (•)  loaded  aboard  armored  troop  oarrlera  of  ‘ 

TF  117.2.1  and  IF  117.1.2  reepeotlvely  and  conducted  a  riverine  movement 
tovard  the  AO.  The  3-60th  Infantry  (•)  proceeded  dovn  the  Klnh  Salntanoy 
Canal  follovad  by  3-47th  Infantry  {-}.  ApprexlHtely  OJbJ  houre  E/3h£0tb 
Infantry  linked  up  yltb  Uie  ARVB  elemente  and  prooeeded  to  provide  eacort 
eecurtty  for  C/2-33'th  Vytliiery  Tsprio  tWlll'it.'  It  vae  originally 
eetlmated  that  the  firing  battery  vould  reach  tbe  FSB  and  bo  prepared 

to  fire  by  0830  houre.  The  battery' e  mvement  vae  delayed  becauee, 
unknovlngly  to  the  US  and  ABVH  forcoe,  the  enemy  had  employed  exploilvee 
In  eeveral  looatlona  along  Ulghvay  U  tbe  prevloua  day.  The  convey 
movement  vae  hindered  aa  a  reeult  of  tbe  eurfaoe  oenditione  of  tbe  road) 
cauelng  tbe  battery  to  oloee  at  FSB  Bliot  at  1123  houre.  Alpha  Company 

3- lt7th  Infantry  debarked  at  FSB  Fielding  and  eetabllehed  dafenelve 
poeltlone  to  eeoure  the  FSB. 

(3)  The  3-$0th  Infantry  (•)  and  3-bTth  Infantry  (-) 
eontinued  their  riverine  movement  to  AO  Ciokane  and  Thackeray.  The 
Brigade  and  Battalion  Cammandere,  vhlla  tlrbornA  over  the.  riverine 
movement,  obaervad  eeveral  groupe  of  Viet  Cong  moving  throughout  the 
area  trying  to  evade.  Some  vere  runnl-  '  for  bunkore  located  through¬ 
out  the  area.  Aa  the  aaeault  boate  of  k  Force  17.2.1  proceeded 
through  the  Klnh  Lai  Hlor,  they  vere  engaged  vlth  eporadic  enlper  fire 
from  tha  north  bank  vicinity  WR869827  to  VR81080T.  The  aeaault 
boate  returned  fire  vhen  fired  upon,  auppraealng  tbe  enemy  enlper 
flree.  Four  US  Ravy  paraonnel  vere  ellghtly  voundad  during  thaee 
aporadlo  enlper  angagemonta.  To  obtain  the  overhead  cloaranoo  required 
for  the  boate  to  proceed  under  and  beyond  the  Fbung  HlapTDrldga, 
tbe  center  epan  of  the  bridge  vat  lifted  (raiead).  Znglneere  lifted 
the  center  tpen  of  the  bridge  three  feet  vlth  Jaoktt  after  vhloh  they 
inierted  heavy  lumb'  beneath  each  end  of  the  bridge.  Tbe  MRF  continued 
their  riverine  move..'  .it  vlthout  delay  through  the  oa.  to  the  deelgnated 

l““ng  eltee  In  the  AO.  CONFIDENTIAL 
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[U)  Tha  rapid  and  unique  deployBc.nt  of  tha  MRF  into  tba 
AO  attalnad  tha  daalrad  aleuent  of  ivirpniaa  which  resulted  in  con- 
fuaing  tha  anaigr.  Tha  Brigade  Coosandar  decided  to  exploit  the 
aae^'a  massive  axodua  and  diraotad  a  achama  of  nanav  .r  employing 
tha  3-^Tth  Infantry  (-)  and  guaahips  to  fix  and  destroy  the  enany 
moving  ihroughuui  luv  cf  ^dT.ohlp  flrch 

atad  and  eontrollad  hy  both  tha  Brigada  Cossoendar  and  the  two  Battalion 
Comandara.  Tha  Battalion  Coanandar.  3-60th  Infantry  observed  epprox- 
Inataly  13  VC  avadlng  through  an  open  araa  approximately  200  metara 
northwest  or  objactlva  29*  Ounahipa  engaged  tha  VC  killing  five. 

At  this  time  tha  Battalion  Coomaadar  obaarved  VC  moving  throughout  uhe 
araa  running  for  bunkera  and  apidor  holes  which  were  also  viulble  from  the 
air.  Ha  requested  s»ra  gunshlps  to  engage  the  fleeing  VC)  however, 
the  gunshlps  wore  not  available  at  thin  time  because  of  refueling/ 
rearming  raqulrements ,  and  their  amploymant  throughout  the  AO.  The 
Brigade  Consiandar  directed  alratrtkas  be  employad  againat  the  enemy  and 
the  bunkers  instead  of  waiting  for  the  gunshlps.  Alrstrlkae  ware 
diverted  from  p^planned  targets  and  employed  against  enecyr  bunker 
poaltlona.  The  Battalion  Commander  3-k7th  Infantry  observed  groups  of 
enemy  moving  towards  bunkers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal.  Cunships  and 
the  fire  power  of  the  assault  boats  of  TT  117  were  employeo  against  the 
VC  and  bunkera.  The  3>b7tb  Infantry  Battalion  (-)  was  inserted  in 
tha  vicinity  of  tha  fleeing  Viet  Cong  to  achieved  the  maximum  tactical 
advantage  by  blocking  the  enemy  movement,  Approximntoly  09$ 0  hours, 

Bravo  and  Echo  Companies  3-k7th  Infantry  conducted  a  baach  assault 
vicinity  VsBUkfilT  in  search  for  enemy  forces.  Charlie  Company  3<kTth 
Infantry  ramalnad  aboard  their  ATC's  prepared  for  committment  as  the  *  ' 

battalion  rasarva.  Shortly  after  their  landing,  Bravo  and  Echo  Com¬ 
panies  eneeuntarad  heavy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  their 
north  vicinity  WR8k$S29.  Alrstrlkae  vara  employed  on  suspaotad  snomy 
poaltlona.  Following  tha  airatrlkes,  Bravo  and  Echo  Coapanlis  swept 
north,  than  east  and  vast,  Bravo  Company  3-^7th  Infantry  mads  contact 
imnadiataly  and  contlnusd  to  raoeiva  sporadic  firs  during  their  sweep. 

Air  strikas  vara  again  employed  on  anacy  positions  vicinity  WB84S829. 

Bravo  3->t7th  then  moved  to  vicinity  UB89382k  at  which  tins  they 
swept  northsMt  reesivlag  sporadic  fire.  The  company  during  its  teareh 
operation  found  soma  unlfoma,  eaveral  plcturss  of  VC  soldiers  (vm6$2263) 
and  savaral  vail  csaouflaged  spider  holes  in  the  arsa;  in  addition 
to  killing  3  VC.  Echo  3-UTth  Infantry  aneountared  tporadic  fire 
while  conducting  their  avaap  mavlng  towards  vicinity  UR6I,$821,  Tha 
company  reported  eight  VC  KIA  while  conducting  their  initial  tveap. 

Two  US  vara  WHA  by  a  grenade,  and  were  medically  evacuated  by  hall- 
copter.  Tha  company  continued  its  movement  north  reaching  the  vicinity 
of  WR6ii662;,  at  vhleh  point  it  oontinuad  Ita  aaaroh  and  svotp  operations 
vast  aneountaring  tporadic  sniper  firt.  During  their  avsap  E/S-^iTth 
Infantry  located  ona  60mm  mortar,  one  $7im!i  racollaaa  rifle  and  two 
bosM  made  bomba  (vicinity  WB8k;62k)  and  apprehended  two  malt  dotainass. 
Enrouta  back  to  tha  armored  troop  carrier  tha  company  reported  a  total 
of  19  VC  KIA.  An  additional  32  VC  KIA  wars  found  by  tha  3-‘*7th  Infantry. 


(S)  Tha  3-60th  Infantry  contlnusd  their  riverine 
movamant  tevarda  AO  Diekab>  during  tha  period  in  which  the  3-l<7tb  vai 
exploiting  tha  initial  contact,  ^e  3-eOth  Infantry  Battalion  conducted 
baach  aiiaults  on  landing  aitati  Alpha  Cosqiany  vicinity  VBB076o6, 

Bravo  Company  vicinity  Wlt8l0627  and  Charlie  Compfiny  vicinity  WR61T806. 
nia  battalion  than  initiated  aaarch  and  destroy  operations  southeast 
In  sons  parallel  to  Klnh  Balntanoy.  Throughout  their  operations  tha 
battalion  did  not  aneountar- any  anas^  contact,  hovevar,  they  located 
asvaral  booby  traps  and  a  bunktr  complex  with  spider  holta. 


(6)  Tha  3-k7th  Infantry  Battalion  withdraw  from  tha 
initial  area  of  contact  at  ll,36  hours  and  loaded  on  tha  ATC's  to  eontlnua 
their  novanant  to  AO  ThaokarBy.  Tba  battalion  conducted  beach  eseaulti 
at  1$0$  hourt  at  landing  altaa  WBeOTSO^;  UB8I2607  and  vmSl78o6,.  and 
than  conducted  rseonnalaaancc  opirationa  southvost  In  tone.  At  2230  houri 
Echo  Company  engaged  a  atapan  with  four  '.C  vicinity  UB606808  reaulting 
in  four  VC  KIA  (BC).  Two  additional  VC  KIA  wars  located  tha  following 
day  ona  by  Echo  Company  and  tha  ether  HHC  on  MRS  defanas. 
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(7)  Aa  •  r«ittlt  of  tbli  op«r«tioB  66  vc  KIA'8  (BC) 

««r*  oMalDod,  om  97m  r««ollMt  rifl*  uA  on*  60m  aorttr  bM«  plat* 
««r«  oipttvod  •loaf  with  twrwrAl  «ane  o«et  with  Miinitloa.  0n« 
hoaA),  8  iMqAnt,  two  boa*  u6«  bobb*  ud  3  grwnadtt  voro  d«itroy*d. 

Two  PQW'i  ud  1  datalnM  v«r«  «l«o  obtain*!. 


(6)  On  83  ?•bT^ury,  th*  Mobil*  Rlv*rla*  Pore*  eoseludcd 
tr***Jl*  '■  •!>•<»'•  MW  TIT  Raadauartar* t  UB  fore**  war*  **• 

traotad  fron  tba  araa  of  oparatlon*  by  surraot,  vatar  and  almobile 
oparatlous.  Ibroudheut  th*  day  tbar*  v*a  no  anany  oontaot  or  algn- 
Ifloant  findings.  TP  117  pi  ovldad  lift*  for  oospoay  alaa  unit*  and 
Rlvarln*  aaourlty  during  nevanant. 


1.  31i  Pabruaiy  1966 1 


(1)  Oanaral. 


(a)  In  aooordanc*  vltb  OPORC  17-68,  th*  MRP 
conduct*!  a  watarbem*  CORDOR,  aaaroh  and  olaar  oparatlon  on  tb*  Island 
of  CU  LAV  MAI,  TRA  on  District  of  VIRH  BIHB  Provlno*  to  alanants 
locatad  tharaln.  Ib*  cparatlon  va*  conduetad  In  tbs  northarn  sight  and 
a  half  kilOMter*  of  Lao  May  Island  Including  the  Isisar  Island  of 
LAO  HAl  OIAM.  The  araa  of  oparatlon  (island)  va*  four  kllomstsrs 
vide  at  Its  vldsst  point  and  surrounded  by  th*  Batsac  River  except 
for  the  sastem  edge  vhsr*  it  (Island)  1*  dlvldsd  by  a  man-oad*  canal. 
Tba  Island's  land  aaa*  la  ebaraotarlted  by  thraa/itreaa  tra*  Ilnss 
which  run  genarally  nortbwaat/seuthaaat  snd  ar*  leoated  In  th*  north¬ 
arn  oantral  and  seuttasm  aaetlon*  of  tb*  Island.  A  svaa^  lisa  be- 
tvasn  th*  oentral  and  southam  tra*  Unas.  MY  HVRO,  tb*  prlnclpl* 
vlllag*  on  th*  Island,  la  oes^oasd  of  nln*  hanlats.  Prapared  fight¬ 
ing  aavlasaBants  and  nuMroua  spldar  holss  v*r*  looatsd  In  ten*  araa*. 


(b)  Tba  organlsad  strength  of  th*  VC  fere*  through¬ 
out  MI  KURO  Village  ooaslatad  of  approxlnataly  9D  nan.  tbranty-flv* 
of  vhloh  war*  naabera  of  a  recoanalatanea  platoon  vhlob  operated 
throughout  tba  vlllaga  and  whoa*  prlaary  alatlon  was  to  provide 
aaourlty  for  th*  Infiltration  tad  supply  rout*  vLloh  erotaa*  tbs 
Island.  A  snallar  foroa  oenalatlng  of  flva  to  .*n  VC  oonprlsad 
tha  AR  THAHH  HANLIT  (Riarrllla  equad  idtos*  i»'  eon  was  to  baraa* 
th*  outposts  on  th*  Unh  Rang  Canal  and  ■  latrol  boats  that  vanturad 
near  th*  aaatam  and  of  th*  liland.  Tu*  j^nlng  five  to  ten  Mn 
eoaprlalng  of  90  mo  VC  force  oonetsted  of  a  aaoblnagun  sq;uad  which 
operated  along  tb*  southwest  ihor*  of  th*  Island.  Thalr  ilseion 
was  asauMd  to  b*  th*  engagcunt  of  PBR'a  operating  in  th*  area, 

Aay  additional  VC  porionatl  wore  eontidared  to  b*  part-tlB*  guarrlllas 
(19  to  so)  who  aaslstod  th*  othars  a*  nseassary. 


(8)  n>*  operation  eonawneed  at  Ohl9  houri  with  element* 
of  th*  3-60th  Infantry  Battalion  loading  aboard  AIC's  for  mevsMnt 
to  th*  AO.  Alfa  Coamany  3-60th  conduetad  a  rlvarln*  movomant  to 
th*  vicinity  of  XBOOeOSe  to  taeur*  a  datalnee  oollactlon  point, 

Th*  3-60th  Infantry  and  S-hTth  Infantry  began  loading  on  ATC's  at 
0600  hour a,  Icho  3-hTtb  daployod  at  an  earlier  time  (0900  hours) 
to  saour*  another  detain**  oolloetlon  point.  At  O630  hours  th* 
nivarla*  Advisor,  Brigade  BS  and  89,  departed  th*  MM  to  sffset  eo- 
ordiantlon  vlth  th*  dlstrlot  baadquartar*  which  vs*  used  as  tbs  com- 
hinsd  taetloal  serssnlng  center  ttoou^out  th*  oparatlon,  The  dis¬ 
trict  hcadquaatcr*  had  no  advanoa  knewlcdgs  ef  th*  operation.  To 
Insur*  aaxlnuffl  aaourlty  they  wwr*  not  lofonasd  of  th*  operation  un¬ 
til  It  va*  Isvlsasntsd.  Qy  0630  hours,  Lh  river  assault  craft  and 
ten  PBR'a  dsplcysd  and  had  snclrelsd  th*  Islind  rslnforolng  th* 

Initial  Raval  bleeksd*  astabllahsd  at  C630  hour*  by  PER'*  and  ABPB’s. 
h'lor  to  ths  dsbarkatlon  of  tb*  Infantry  battalions,  the  brigades 
psyop  tssD,  augDsntsd  by  th*  89  reetlon.  Initiated  ioudspsaksr  snd 
Isaflst  drops  operations  n-jclfylng  tb*  populse*  of  th*  lapsndl.ig 
operation  and  directing  them  to  report  to  on*  of  th*  two  dstalnss* 
oollsotlon  canters.  Prs-rsccrdsd  taps*  vara  ployed  over  a  public 
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address  aysten  (1000  vatts)  mounted  in  a  UHID  helicopter  froa  0630 
to  0600  houre  and  leter  from  0020  to  0930  hours.  The  first  of  two 
tapes  used,  directed  the  civilians  to  8°  to  either  one  of  two  coUeC'* 
tion  points.  The  second  tape  urged  the  er.eiv  (vc)  tc  surrender  and 
advised  him  that  allied  forcee  were  in  the  area,  and  of  the  conse- 
quancaa  of  attsnpted  escape.  The  civilian  populace  was  given  two 

;.uu4>  tv,  tv,  the  vtllcttitr.  point;.  Durit;  thl:  tvr  h"’.? 

there  ware  two  instances  of  sei^pans  attentptiog  to  leave  the  Island, 
Opeelftc  instructions  vers  given  for  then  to  return,  and  the  sampans 
re^ondsd  icmediatsly.  Another  loudspeakar  system  vaa  aountad  on  an 
ASPH.  The  /-..FB  was  employed  through  one  se^nt  of  the  Naval  cordon, 
playing  the  identical  two  tapes.  A  total  of  70,000  quick  reaction 
leaflets  were  dropped  over  the  island  to  augment  the  loudspeaker 
announcing  the  conditions  of  the  cordon.  At  0630  houre,  tbs  3-b7th 
and  3-60tb  Infantry  Battalions  beached.  The  3-k7tb  Infantry  then  began 
its  eveap  to  the  southwest,  Bravo  Cosqpany  3>^7th  Infantry  captured 
one  BAR,  one  chlcom  carbine,  3?  rounds  of  chicon  ammo  and  five 
pounds  of  documents  in  the  vicinity  W89330S2.  Two  male  detainees  vert 
apprehended  by  D/3-UTth  Infantry  vicinity  V396U0l8i  one  detoineo 
Bucceded  in  escaping  later  in  the  day.  A  saarch  of  ths  area  vaa  con¬ 
ducted  hut  the  detainee  could  not  be  found.  Tbs  company  collected  a 
total  of  12s  role  detainees.  Upon  complstion  of  their  beaching, 
the  3-60th  Infantry  began  its  aueep  operations  northwest  in  tone 
collecting  and  evacuating  293  dataineas  for  interrogation)  two  of  which 
were  Identified  ae  Viet  Cong,  During  the  bettelion'e  operation  B/ 

3.fi0th  uncovered  19  hunkers  and  two  (2)  anti-psrtonnel  minei  which 
wore  destfuysd  in  addition  to  two  VC  flags.  The  operation  concludad 
on  the  ease  day  at  1730  hours.  All  eleuents  backloaded  on  ATC'e 
end  returned  to  the  MRB.  Throughout  the  entire  operation  both  bat- 
tallona  conduotad  MEDCAP  and  DENTCAP  oparattona  at  tha  datainaa 
eollaetlon  points.  No  antsv  contact  vat  mada  during  tha  day  hovaver, 
thret  US  wera  UHA  raaulting  from  a  booby  trap. 


J,  26  Fabruary  19661 


(1)  Oenoral,  On  £6  February,  the  Brldnde  aneountared 
heavy  enemy  contact  while  conducting  search  and  evaep  oparatlona  in 
(lU  Kong  District,  Phong  Dinh  Province.  During  the  initial  itega 
of  the  operetloh,  eleusnti  of  the  303rd,  306th  and  309th  Viet  Cong 
Mnin  Force  Battalion  elacted  to  fight  Instead  of  retraating  from  tha 
angagad  alenanti  of  tha  Brigida  Inflicting  eonaldarabli  loiiat  on 
tha  Brigade,  The  Brlgede'i  initial  concept  of  tha  maratlon  vae 
modified  M  a  result  of  ths  tacttool  lituatlen  end  tha  snauy  was 
forced  to  withdraw  after  tuatalnlng  heavy  eaiualtiai. 

(2)  The  KRF  commenced  the  operation  at  O3OO  hours 

in  eccordoncs  to  OPORD  16.68,  Tha  3-l7th  Artillery  (-]  and  Charlis 
Company  3-60th  Infantry  dtployed  from  FSB  Hotehklas  vicinity  W86121UU 
to  FSB  Ricardo  vicinity  VS376T306,  Approximately  0700  hours  tha 
3-^7th  Infantry  conducted  e  riverine  eiovement  fren  the  KRB  to  excute 
en  oaseult  landing  on  tha  beach  sltei  Blue  1,  2,  and  3  vicinity 
WD0OO119.  Tha  3-60th  (-)  conductud  a  riverine  moveaant  at  0630 
hours  to  rz  Bobcat  vicinity  Ws6l4iili2,  in  preparation  for  tha  alr- 
mobllu  assault  Into  the  area  of  operation,  tha  boats  tbon  moved  down 
the  Dong  Con  Iho  to  eeteblisi,  u.U-sxflltretlon  patrols  from  WS8260S7. 
By  0632  hours,  Alfe  Compeny  3-h7th  Infantry  and  Eche  Ceapany  3-h7th 
Infantry  had  axscutad  thalr  beach  aeiaulti  unoppostd  at  uus  3  vicinity 
Wa60n20.  Blue  2  vicinity  98000119  and  Blue  1  vioinity  98799116 
respectively.  Charlie  Company  btaehed  sfter  Echo  Company  as  tha 
battalicii  ruatirva.  Afttr  baauhing,  the  3«h7th  swept  south  Inltioting 
losrch  and  sweep  opsretlone  ee  orlg.nelly  planned.  Beats  of  River 
Division  92  estebliehsd  petrols  on  the  Raeh  Blen  niuy  bstvsan  98 
601121  end  98630130 


(e)  The  3-60th  Infantry  (-)  began  Ite  airmobile 
operation  into  the  eras  of  opsretlone,  by  deploying  B  Company  as 
thu  firit  slenont  to  I,Z  Bravo  vicinity  98631075.  The  first  lift  of 
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B  Coapasy  lanSad  on  tha  LZ  at  OJItO  Boura  and  raoairad  aporadlc  anlpar 
rlra  froa  the  vlolnlty  of  objaetiraa  96  and  101,  Tba  aacond  lift, 
upon  landlnc  at  1000  hour a,  vaa  lanadlataly  anfafad  by  aecurata  aaall 
ami  and  autcMtlo  vaapona  fira.  Iha  12  vai  prtparad,  prior  to  tba 
flrat  ilaMOt  landing,  by  artlllary  flrai  and  airatrlkai.  Rovavar, 
muwmjf  «M  aiiuriavd  provocbigo  agftiosc  ia«  pr«p*raiiion  lirva  uy 

tha  vail  eonitruotad  fighting  poaltlona  (bunkara  and  bolaa),  Ai  a 
raiult  of  tha  anaigr'a  flraa,  tha  aacond  lift  of  B  Coapany  luatainad  tan 
UB  XHA  and  an  a»aaa  nuabar  of  (•  paraonnal  weundad  (apprenloataly  20 
WRA] ;  aavan  of  whloh  vara  raportad  to  ba  In  aarloua  oondltlon.  Of 
tha  tvalva  hallaeptari  aonluotlng  tha  lift,  ona  vna  daitroyad  and 
alavan  vara  ba^  danagad  to  tba  axtant  that  additional  raplaoamant 
hallooptara  vara  ra^uirad  to  eoi^lata  tha  alraoblla  oparatlon. 

BlaMnti  of  Bravo  Coa^any  3-60th  Infantry  on  tha  LZ  auddanly  found 
tbanaalvaa  confrontad  vlth  tha  talk  of  auppratiing  tha  anany  flraa i 
tha  najorlcy  of  tha  autoa^tlc  vaapona  flra  vaa  cooing  from  tho  vicinity 
of  W86130TT,  Tha  artlllary  forward  obaarvar  and  hli  radio  man  vara 
voundad  vhlla  aboard  ona  of  the  halleoptara.  At  1130  houra,  additlonC 
hallooptara  vara  availabla  for  Echo  Coe^any  3>60th  Infantry  to  load 
for  movanant  into  tha  AO  In  ordar  to  link  up  with  and  aaalat  Bravo 
Company,  Echo  Company  3->60th  vaa  airborne  at  1150  houra  and  at  1159 
houra  landed  in  tha  AO  uuoppoaed  and  aouthwaat  of  Dravo  Conpany 
3-60th  Infantry,  poaltlen  vicinity  W8S130S3,  Alpha  Company  3-60th 
Infantry  vaa  Introduced  Into  the  AO  vicinity  WS8lh063  at  lb05  houra 
in  ona  lift.  Additional  alraoblla  aaeeta  vare  provided  by  bth  Corpa 
to  axpadlta  tha  airlift.  Alpha  3-60th  Infantry  followed  Echo  3-6otb 
tovarda  B  Coapony'c  location,  and  rocalvad  nail  am  and  automatic 
vaapona  flra  vicinity  V8613OT6.  At  IhSO  houra.  Echo  3-6oth  Infantry'a 
aeviMnt  wai  delayed  during  a  atreoa  eroaalng.  Hhlle  creaalng,  tha 
company  vaa  engaged  with  email  am  and  autogaatlc  vaapona  flra 
for  approklmately  20  mlnutaa  vlolnlty  WSSllOTfii  three  US  vara  VHA  aa 
a  raault  of  theaa  flraa.  Meanwhile  Bravo  3>60tb  Infantry  vaa  ktlll 
engaging  tha  aneayt  and  at  15l)3  houra  both  Bravo  and  Echo  Companlea 
vara  In  heavy  contact  with  the  enemy  and  vara  not  able  to  affect  tha 
link  up.  An  enemy  aiaohlnegua  poaltlen,  vicinity  vnSlSOTT,  pravantad 
an  CMpadloua  link  up  of  the  companlea.  The  machlnagun  poaltlen  vaa 
eliminated  by  alementa  ef  Brave  Company,  killing  tha  machlnagun 
orav  of  four  VC.  Tha  link  up  vaa  oomplated  at  1715  houra,  at  vhleh 
time  B  Ootpony  vm  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  I  Company 
hecauaa  Brave  3>60yb  Infantiy  hod  auatalned  heavy  cuualtlaa.  The 
three  companlea  (A,  B  and  I)  aocured  tha  area  ef  contact  and  axtab> 
llahed  their  parlmater  ef  defenaa  for  tha  night.  Racupply  and  nodical 
avacuatlona  vara  cenduotad.  Tba  anaty  centlnued  to  engaged  tha  oeopaniaa 
with  aporadlo  ae«ll  am  and  anlpar  flra  throughout  tba  evening  ■ 

Echo  Conpany  3-60th  Infantry  repertad  they  vare  monitoring  an  enemy 
radio  net  I  and  the  eenainleatleni  indicated  that  tha  VC  would  net 
vlthdrav  ftem  tha  area  baeauea  ef  US  armed  halleoptara.  The  enemy 
periennal  loaaaa  vara  net  known  at  thla  tlnat  bovavar.  It  vaa  alee 
difficult  to  datanalna  tha  exact  nuebar  of  oaaualtlaa  that  tha  3-6oth 
Infantry  Battalion  hu  auatalned.  Approximately  tan  US  vara  XBA  and 
aO  or  mefe  had  bean  VKA. 

(b)  Tho  3-kTth  Infantry  Battalion  conduotad  thalr 
aeareh  and  avaap  operation  Initially  aa  planned.  Hevevar,  at  103T 
houra  Echo  3-4Ttb  vaa  taakad  to  move  to  aaalat  Bravo  3>60th  Infantry. 

At  HOT  houra  tha  3-kTth  Infantry  Battalion  vaa  taaked  to  avaap  eouth 
toward  objective  ST  to  aaalat  and  reinferea  the  3.60th  Infantry. 

Tha  Battalion  began  Ita  mevament  aouth,  baiting  at  1290  houra  when 
an  alratrlke  vaa  eaiployed  againat  objective  9T.  rolleving  tba  atrtke 
the  battalion  continued  Ita  mevaoant  receiving  aporadlc  anlpar 
flra  ooeaaalonally  froa  tha  aouthveat  of  ebjactlva  2Ti  two  US  paraonnal 
vara  wounded  froai  tbaae  flraa.  The  battalion  ra^uaated  and  employed 
a  light  flra  team  on  anoiy  poaltlona  vicinity  318796067.  Elamonta  of  the 
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battalion  encountered  enec^  contact  vicinity  VS6OIO89  while  eroeelng 
a  atraam.  Bravo  Company  B-l'Ttb  Infantry  croeeed  the  atream  and 
movad  aouth  toward  objective  20  (vicinity  WB$806066)  while  A  and  E 
Conpatiiaa  remainad  on  the  north  aide  of  the  atraaa.  .Ifter  Bravo 

♦■.Vi*  ai***  vHf»4n<t'.v  r\t  +;h«  ait#,  rsiiuilnlnc 

alanenta  of  the  battalion  croeeed  the  etream  at  approximately  163T 
boura.  The  conpanlea  continued  their  movement  towaid  Bravo  3-60tb 
Infantry  location,  receivlns  occaaalonal  email  arms  and  enlper  flree. 
Bravo  3-b7th  Infantry  reported  two  U8  were  KHA  and  one  US  MUA  raaulting 
from  anlper  firee.  Alpha  and  Echo  Companlaa  continued  their  movament 
unltl  19u?  houre  at  wh< .h  ‘  imo  they  eetabllahed  their  night  defenalva 
,;ualtlone  ae  follovei  Alpha  Conpany  WS6o£o8i,  Bravo  Company  WS80S08k, 
Charlie  Company  W8801OSU  and  Echo  Company  W8803063f 


(c)  By  211t0  houra  both  battaliena  had  eatabliahed 
night  defeneive  poeitlcna  and  completed  reaupply,  Bround  contact 
with  tho  enemy  bad  ceased.  Teak  Force  117  bad  eatabliahed  Interdictory 
ontl-exflltratlon  patrols  on  tho  Bach  Can  Tho  from  the  city  of  Can  Tho 
along  the  southern  boundary  of  operatloni  to  vicinity  VBT77036< 

About  2030  houre,  ATC  I1I-6  received  a  hit  in  the  port  bow  causing 
a  loud  explosion.  ASPB  111-6  cloeud  the  ATC  to  provide  aaslatance 
and  was  taken  under  fire  by  automatic  weapons  from  vicinity  WBTEJOJli, 
Fire  was  returned  and  auppreaied,  Ten  cilnutea  later,  ATC  91-9 
received  recoilesa  rifle  In  the  vicinity  W8786037,  The  round  paaaod 
over  the  ATC  which  immediately  returned  and  auppreaaed  the  fire. 

There  were  no  casualties  to  boat  paraoimsl  in  either  attack. 

The  units  continued  their  patrols  without  inoldent  until  OSIJ  when 
a  najor  action  occurred  at  a  result  of  a  large  force  of  yc  ottempting  to 
exfiltrata  the  area  of  operations,  ASPB  112-U,  one  of  the  units 
patrolling  betweon  W8772030  and  W881606I1  eamt  under  heavy  fire 
from  both  banka  vicinity  VIS777036,  The  boat  suatalnad  several  B-liO 
rocket  hits  causing  major  flooding  and  wounding  two  erawman.  Other 
river  aaaault  craft  moved  into  the  arta  and  auppresatd  the  hostile  fire 
about  0280,  but  A8RB  112-lt  sank  as  it  was  being  tewdad  by  Monitor 
112-1  back  to  FSB  RICARDO,  All  crew  menbara  vers  rateutd,  but  itenitor 
111-3  received  aavernl  hits  while  moving  Into  aaitat  the  dliabled 
AQPU,  Five  Monitor  crevnen  were  wounded.  During  the  same  period, 

ASPB  111-ti,  operating  four  kllonetara  aatt  of  the  first  attaok,  was 
engaged  with  a  heavy  volume  of  rocket  and  autome.tlo  weapons  fire 
vicinity  V881034S,  The  boat  captain  and  radio  were  killed  instantly 
and  the  three  other  crewman  were  wounded.  The  three  survivors  were 
able  to  beach  tho  boat,  however,  and  It  was  later  towed  baok  to  the 
fire  support  base.  The  enemy  continued  their  attack  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  with  ATC  111-2,  ATC  111-11,  ATC  111-9  and  AfiRB  112-7  All 
Involved  in  major  contact,  A  light  helicopter  fire  team  reconnad  the 
area  by  fire  and  aided  In  auppreaaing  the  enemy  fires.  Although  It 
was  Impossible  to  make  an  aetual  body  count,  it  is  oertain  that  the 
enemy  sustained  aubetintlal  caaualtioe  ae  the  assault  craft  thoroughly 
strafed  the  souroaa  of  hostile  firs  with  all  waapona.  More  Import¬ 
antly,  the  VC  were  unable  to  eadape  aouth  across  the  Song  Can  Tho 
ns  the  blockade  was  sucessfully  maintained  throughout  the  action. 


(d)  Throughout  the  night  the  enemy  harassed  tho 
infantry  battalions  with  probing  actioni  and  sniper  firs.  Artillery 
and  mortar  fires  were  employed  on  suspactad  enemy  poaltlons  allanelBg 
their  first,  Eoho  Company  3-‘*7th  Infantry  engaged  an  eatimatsd  VC 
squad  sise  fores  in  the  vicinity  of  W8803008lt,  Approxlmatsly  OkOO 
hours  the  enemy  attempted  to  ponstrats  Bravo  Company  3-kTth  Infantry's 
sector  of  the  psriastsr.  The  eentoct  lasted  approximately  10  nlnutes 
resulting  in  three  VC  KIA't  and  one  captured  AX  kT  rifle.  Contact 
remained  sporadic  for  the  balonoe  of  the  night.  At  day  light  the 
3-k7th  Infantry  commenced  twesping  to  the  south  and  the  3-oOth  Infantry 
conducted  a  search  of  the  battle  aroa.  The  sweep  continued  aouth  to 
ths  Rsch  Can  to  vicinity  UB883037,  vhart  the  3-60]bh  leaded  on  armored 
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troop  ourrlart  at  IJOO  hour*  and  ratumad  to  tha  MRS.  Tba  3-UTtb 
Infantry  aoimd  to  Raah  Can  tha  vicinity  Vrs80900lt$  and  loadad  anorad 
troop  oarrlara  for  aevanant  haek  to  tha  MED.  All  alananta  of  tba 
battalieaa  eloiad  at  tha  MBS  at  18U9  bouri.  Aa  a  raault  of  tha  tvo 
day  eparatioD  thara  vara  83  UB  KBA'a  and  83  UHA't.  tl(hty  fiva  anaoy 
vara  KIA  (TC)i  88  vaapona.  T9  B^O  rounda,  (9)  B-90  rounda,  (6)  $Tm 
rasollaaa  rlfla  rounda,  (i)  T9bb  raooilaaa  rifla  rounda,  (3)  TSim  pack 
howltilar  rounda,  190  oOm  sortikr  rounda (  10,£00  AK  bT  rounda, 

9,900  T.68  reN&da,  (T)  clayaort  alnta,  200  flarai,  30  Iba  TBT,  123 
aaaortad  franadaa,  11  laa  granadaa,  (U)  anti  tank  ainoa,  (3)  89  Iba 
adnaa  (6)  antl-^araonnal  olnaa,  blaatlng  capa,  vab  (aar,  wire  cuttara 
and  othar  itaaa  of  aqtuipnant. 

k.  1  t^  2  Naroh  1966 1 

'  •  \  \  .  \. 

(1)  Oanaral.  After  a  tvo  day  atand  down  (28  and  29 
Fabruary).  Tha  Brlgada  contlnuad  operation  COBOHAOO  XI  aouth  of  tha 
RACH  CAD  ISO  Rivtr,  in  accordance  with  frag  order  2  to  OPORS  18>68. 

Tha  HRF'a  nlaaton  vaa  to  conduct  rlvarlna,  aaarcb  and  avaap  operatlona 
in  CAI  RAKO  Dlatrlct  to  locate,  fix  and  daatroy  anany  element a  in  tone. 

(2)  At  0900  houro,  the  3-1* Tth  Infantry  and  3-60th 

Infantry  ambarkad  on  ATC'a  lapraperatlen  for  novamant  into  tha  AO. 

Both  battaliona  departed  tha  MEB  at  091*9  houra.  The  3-l‘Tth  Infantry 
conducted  beach  landinga  at  0699  houra  vicinity  W88llOl»2  to  WsSlTObT 
with  no  anaggr  centaot.  Tha  3-60th  Infantry  (•)  conducted  tbalr 
beach  landinga  in  tba  vicinity  nt  88681*096  at  OTOO  houra  t  C/3-6otb 
Infantry  baaehad  19  nlnutaa  aaritar  In  tha  aama  location.  All 
baachlng  oparatlona  vara  nada  without  any  anaav  contaoti  both  battaliona 
upon  beaching  eocMnead  thalr  aaaroh  and  avaap  oparatlona  north 
in  tone,  UaaMnta  of  aaoh  battalion  enoountarad  aporadlc  angagananta 
with  anall  am  fira  during  thalr  avaap  oparatlona.  Later  in  tha 
afternoon,  both  battaliona  vara  engaged  in  nodarata  to  heavy  contact. 
Artillery,  gunahlpa  and  alratrlkca  vara  anployad  to  aupport  of  unite 
in  contaat. 


(a)  At  1919  houra,  B/3-l*Tth  Infantry  la 
tha  vicinity  of  vaT980T8  vaa  engaged  from  aavaral  (6-10)  poaltlona  with 
heavy  voluaaa  of  anall  ama  and  luteawtlo  vaapoan  fira.  Both  Alpha 
and  Oharlla  34Tth  Infantry  vara  aa^loyad  to  ralnforeo  Brave  Cenpany, 
Charlie  Cenpany  aatabllahad  ceatact  while  awlag  towarda  Bravo 
Coi^any  3-JtTtb  Ldfpn^ryja  vn.*t  flafth,.  Alphg  poavatky  nada  oontact 
while  nanauvarlAg  ylei.alt^'^df^lwSOiro  tdward  W86O6OT6,  Tha 
anamy  oentaot  oontinuad  late  tha  evening  houra  and  tamlnatad  at 
8100  houra,  the  battalion  ohon  aaiunad  Iti  night  dafenalvo  poaltlon. 
During  tbli  angagamant  tha  3-ltTth  Infantry  auatalnad  two  US  XKA 
and  88  VHA,  Sevan  VC  vara  XIA  by  body  counta  found  tba  follvolng  day, 
Sevan  VC  vara  KIA  (BC), 


(b)  Tha  3-60th  Infantry  enoountarad 
light  to  nidoratt  contaet  during  tholr  avaap  eparationa.  Tha  battalion 
round  aavoo  VC  HtA  and  two  AX  UT  rlfloa  during  tho  initial  aaaroh 
oporatlena,  Utor  during  tho  day  Alpha  and  Charlie  Companlaa  3-6oth 
Infantry  aovad  toward  vicinity  1079^*011  to  aupport  alananta  of  tha 
3-UTth  Infantry.  AT  1699  houra  Charlie  Conpany  3-60th  Infantry 
engaged  and  killed  five  VC  la  tha  vicinity  of  vm6O908o.  Alpha 
3-60th  Infantry  vat  engaged  in  tha  vicinity  of  98801069  from  throa 
aldaa  raaultlag  la  one  UB  KHA  (unit  concandar).  Eltaanta  of  tha 
battalion  continued  thalr  eparationa  with  nodarata  contact  ractlvlng 
autonatie  waapont  and  atwll  ama  fira  until  8000  houra.  Tlia  battalion 
then  aaaumd  ita  night  dafanilva  peaitlen.  Tha  battalion* a  oparatlon 
reaultid  in  three  UB  KHA,  nine  VHA  and  ona  VNHAi  onany  lotaa  vara 
13  VC  KIA  (BC). 
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(3)  Throughout  the  night,  the  enemy  htrsesed  both 
battsllont,  employing  60oa  end  SZim  morter  flree  on  their  positions. 

Ute  Brigade  continued  Its  offenilTe  operations,  early  the  morning  of  2 
Itech  by  ivaeping  the  battle  area.  No  significant  oontaet  dsveloped 
ihrvug'iiwul  w,  hcvcvcr,  th;  cr.im;-  cpcrilictlly  •njisf? 
elements  with  small  arms  fire.  The  3-60tb  Infantry  found' 28  graves 
containing  of  VC  KIA  on  tbs  previous  day.  Ihe  3>l>Tth  Infantry  found 
two  caches  containing  weapons  and  nadleal  suppllss.  Twelve  VC  vers  KIA 
during  the  day)  ten  of  which  were  killed  by  light  fire  teams  (armed 
helicopters)  supporting  a  River  Assault  noebnnAlssanos  operation  conducted 
by  the  Naval  elements  of  MRF. 


(4)  Salvage  operations  continued  on  ABPB <112«4  on 
February  29  and  March  1.  At  0400  on  March  1,  seourlty  patrols  caiae  under 
enemy  attack  from  the  south  bank  vicinity  US770030.  B-40  rockets  and 

automatic  weapons  firs  were  directed  at  ASPB  112-6  and  Monitor  112-1 
which  took  several  hits.  A  DuUO  rocket  round  that  struck  ASFD  112-8 
knocked  the  boat  captain  overboard,  and  an  extensive  search  yielded 
negative  results.  Other  boats  moved  into  suppress  the  hostiel  fire,  and 
minor  flooding  aboard  ASFB  112-8  was  controlled. 

12.  RESUlTOl 


Enemy  personnel  casualties t 

(1)  Period  140600  thru  201627  feb 

(2)  Period  220300  thru  23l600  Feb 

(3)  Period  240300  thru  241630  Feb 

(4)  Period  260400  thru  021630  Mar 
(8)  Total  enat^  eaaualtlesi 

Friendly  personnel  casualties t 

(1)  Period  140600  thru  201627  Feb 

(2)  Period  220300  thru  231600  Feb 

(3)  Period  240300  thru  241630  Feb 

(4)  Period  .260400  thru  021900  Feb 
(8)  Total  friendly  oasualtleei 


KIA 

pow 

89 

10 

66 

2 

142 

2 

TST 

“TT 

KHA 

VffiA 

13 

77 

3 

OlfO 

o|o 

a,  CORONADO  n  revealed  seme  unutual  supply  activity  due 
to  the  geographical  locatlea  of  eperailont,  the  tempo  of  operations 
end  the  change  in  control  headquarters  from  9th  Infantry  Division 
(UB)  to  IV  Corps. 

b,  The  geographical  location  placed  the  MRF  away  from  the 
normal  lines  of  communication  thui  atralnlng  normal  raiupply,  Contlnuoui 
eparationa  eauaad  a  haavy  txpendlture  of  amunltlon  and  a  greater  then 
normal  uaaga  of  oparatlonal  Claia  I  and  Claae  III  aupplles.  Tho  optra- 
tlonal  control  cxcrclicd  by  IV  Corpa  created  e  new  eet  of  loglttlce 
ohennela  to  euppert  optratlone. 

c,  Baaleally,  all  the  legletlca  probleai  ware  colvad  by 
paraonal  llalion  between  the  IIRF  kewy  logietloe  repreecntatlvoe  and 
located  at  CAN  THO.  Itama  such  at  C  rations,  flour,  megae  and  limited  II 
and  IV  construction  materials  ware  provided  by  let  LOO  Command.  In 
addition  IV  Corps  provided  ADMIN  traneoortation  and  evacuation  for  gravti 
regletratlon  rsQulrementa.  Both  Army  and  Navy  logietloe  problems  were 
aided  by  IV  Corps  eagernaee  and  rapid  raeponte. 


Inplemantatioo  of  OFORD  17-66  (240300  -  241630}  Feb  66  Intro¬ 
duced  a  new  eoncapt  in  MRF  opsratlone  and  denenetrated  tho  unique 
oharactsrletlct  of  the  MRF  oapubilitlee.  The  wetabllehment  of  a  Naval 
oordon  (encirclement),  followsd  by  the  Introduction  of  Army  infantry 
was  accompllthtd  In  sunh  a  nannar  that  enemy  withdrawal  from  the  Island 
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VM  nagltgibl*.  1b«  oparatloc  vai  further  •ohimeed  by  ee^loylng 
preplanned  civil  affaire  and  payehologleal  operatloni.  Although  the 
AO  van  an  Inland,  thii  taehnlquo  oay  be  applicable  to  other  araaa 
vbare  Ite  alia  and  adjacent  watarwaye  vould  permit  eatabllihnant  of  a 
Bavai  coraon. 


a.  Within  the  CAR  lEO  area,  awit  Riverine  aovanenta  through- 
out  vaterwaye  and  canali  vare  aecoavllabel  without  any  algnlfleant  aneay 
oppoeltlon.  The  enei^  bad  no  prepared  defanelva  or  fighting  poeltlone 
along  or  In  clone  proximity  to  the  eanala,  that  vould  deny  or  hinder 
HtV  deployannt  actlvittai.  However,  the  enemy  had  initiated  excellent 
dafenalve  onaauree  to  Intercept  airmobile  operatlona  conduated  near 
open  rloe  paddles.  Bunksre  vara  veil  eonitructed  and  facltltated  good 
overhead  protection  againit  artillery  and  airetrlkes.  The  bunkers 
were  positioned  such  that  adequate  fields  of  fire  were  beet  utlllind. 

In  one  loetanee,  the  Introduction  of  Mnf  elementi  was  such  that  the  eneciy 
could  not  engage  them;  their  bunkers  were  oriented  In  the  opposite 
direction.  Realixlng  this,  the  enemy  panicked  and  attampted  to  withdraw 
making  hlnaelf  vulverabla  to  the  fires  of  the  advancing  US  elements  and 
supporting  guneblps. 


b.  The  sneiy  deaenattated  hie  ability  to  enploy  automatic 
weapons  fire  during  hie  Initial  engagement  of  friendly  fereei.  All 
contacts  were  characterised  by  an  Initial  heavy  volume  of  automatic 
veapens  fire  folloved  by  sporadic  sniper  fires.  Sniper  activities 
shoved  evidence  of  the  sneay's  desire  to  engage  unit  leaders  and  radio 
operators.  Snipers .vara  veil  trained  and  extremely  effective  In  the 
CAH  IBO  area.  Friendly  oaiualtlea  resulting  from  aneiy  sniper  flree 
generally  hod  head  and  upper  torse  vounde,  The  eaaiy  alio  demonstrated 
his  determination  to  remain  in  oontact  until  the  late  hours  of  the  night 
(2200  to  2b00  hours!.  After  which  be  would  withdraw,  but  harass  friendly 
positions  with  mortar  and  rocket  fires.  Arms  and  supply  caches  are 
evidently  leoated  throughout  the  area.  Hsdloal  and  asanwltlon  oaehss 
are  relatively  large  In  Use,  and  they  could  possibly  bs  the  largest 
caches  established  within  the  Pelta  Region, 


Cl  The  missions  oontalnad  in  paragraph  nine  of  this  report 
were  determined  to  be  ssaenttal  for  the  aeeogpllshmsnt  of  the  Brlgadi's 
ovefall  nliiion  within  thd  BKSita  DINK  Provines.  All  operations  " 
conducted  mads  maxlsnin  utilisation  of  Naval  and  air  useti,  and 
des»nstrated  that  adequate  planning  and  timely  intelligence  Is  essential. 
Airmobile  assets  are  a  must,  and  their  availability  sad  utilisation 
can  vastly  Influence  the  course  of  a  tactical  situation;  whereby  Rapid 
Reaction  Foross  osa  be  etvleysd  to  reinforce  a  unit  la  oontact  or 
exploit  the  eneay  situation.  With  the  addition  of  the  Brigade's  third 
Infantry  battalion  afloat;  the  Brigade  will  then  be  capable  of  select¬ 
ing  more  targets  and  intensifying  Its  operations  within  an  AO.  During 
OPIRATIOM  CORONADO  XI,  vhe  MRF'a  rsactloni,  planning  and  sxsoutlcn  of 
subsequent  operatloni  were  sucsssfully  accomplished. 


16.  BtCQMMENDATlOWSi  None. 

FOB  THB  COMKANDBBi 
5  InoloBurea 

1.  Task  Orgrnisatlon  Major,  InfcOitlfy 

2.  Ovirlay  to  OPORD  15-66  Adjutant 

3.  Overlay  to  OPORD  16-66 

4.  Overlay  to  OPORD  17-66 

5.  Overlay  to  OPORD  18-66 
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1.  OPOHD  15-68  (Purlod  140600  thru  201627) 
Hi.JJwU.ia’ifiii,  2n4  Brl8''.dc,  9th  Infantry  Division 

Q,  3-47th  Infantry  Bntt'-.llon 
LI,  5-60ch  ininntry  er.ttr.iion 
0.  3- 34th  .irtlllory  Batt''llon  (-) 

d,  .’•Irnobllt  Conpnny,  DS  -  ntt'.ohcd 
u,  3/D/15th  Engineer-  Battalion 

2.  OPORD  16^68  (Period  2203C0  thru  231600) 
Hii.JjuU.ulTh.'fiB ,  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 

n.  3-47th  Infantry  Battalion 

b,  3-6oth  Inf  ntry  Battalion 

c,  3-34th  ..rtlllery  Batt' lion  (-) 

d,  C/2-35th  artillery  (Holnf)  -  attached 

0,  C/4-47th  Infantry  -  attached 

3.  OPOHD  17-68  (Period  240300  thru  24l63o) 
HlS,,D(iiU,.nfdHi),  2nd  Brl(jadu,  9th  Infantry  Division 

a,  3-47th  Inf'ntry  Battalion 

b,  3-60th  Inf  ntry  Battalion 

0.  3-3^th  .'.rtlllery  Battalion  (-) 

d,  3/D/15th  Enalntcr  Battalion 

c,  Fsyop  Toan 

4.  OPOHD  18-68  (Period  260400  Fob  thru  021900  Mar) 

2nd  Brlsad';,  9th  Infantry  Division 
0,  3-47th  Infantry  Battalion 

b.  3“60th  Inf'ntry  Battalion 
0,  3-34th  .krtlllory  Bntt-.llon  (-) 

d,  nlrpobllc  Conp'ny  (DS) 

o.  3/t3/15th  Enslnoer  Bnttmion 
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